47 jailed for opposing sha n tyto w n demolition 


KHARTOUM (R) — A coon tuts sentenced 47 people 10 six months in 
prison and fined them 3.000 pounds (S667) each for imerferring with the 
<KinoiftJOf) of shanty areas in north Khartoum, a newspaper reported on 
Tuesday- If they did not pay the fine, they would have to serve an 
adffidonai five months in jail, the daily Al Sudan Al Hadith reported. It 
said the public order court sentenced the 47 for resisting police efforts at 
the start of an operation that began last Saturday to remove all shanty 
areas in the capital. About two midion Sudanese who have fled the south, 
where rebels have waged a cm! war since 1988, live mainly in some 40 
shantytowns in Khartoum. The government wants all of these refugees to 
either return home or go to productive areas where they can depend on 
themselves and not on relief aid. 
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2 Arabs sentenced to long prison in Germany 

FRANKFURT. Germany (AP) — Two sus p ected members of a 
Palestinian group were convicted Monday of mo bomb attacks against 
U.S. military trains and sentenced to long prison terms. Hafez Kassem 
Dalkamoni. 45. of unknown nationality, was sentenced to IS years in jail. 
Abdul Fatlah Ghadanfar, a 48-year-Old Jordanian, received a 1 2-year 
prison term. The trial lasted eight months. Both men are suspected of 
being members of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine- 
General Command iPFLP-GC). a Palestinian group linked to the 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over Scotland on Dec. 21. 1988. 
Dalkamoni, and Ghadantar have been mentioned as suspects in the Pan 
Am bombing. German investigators say they have no evidence linking 
them to that attack. The Frankfurt upper state court found the two men 
guilty of planting bombs aimed at two U.S. military trains in Germany in 
1987 and 1988. There were no injuries in the two arracks. The first target 
was a U.S. military train carrying ISO people between Kassel and 
goeningen on Aug. 31, 1987. The attack failed because ihe military train 
was delayed and a German freight train was sent onto the stretch of track 
first, triggering the explosives. 
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13 killed, 38 injured 

Israeli warplanes attack 
Palestinian bases in Lebanon 



ROYAL VISIT: His Royal Highness Crown by the diviskto's commander. Tbe exercise included 
Prince Hawan Tuesday attended a military exercise ftekl operations, involving the use of aU support 
carried out by one of the formations of the Third units and armour, and live-ammunition exercises 
Royal Armoured Division- Prince was on selected targets. At the end of the visit Prince 

received by the Armed Forces Chief of Staff Hassan than ked the participants for their great, 
General Fathi Abu Taleb, a number of bis assis- efforts and the skills they demonstrated daring the 
tnnts and the general inspector of the armed forces, exercise. 

Prince Hassan was briefed on stages of the exercise 

U.S. protests mistreatment of diplomat; 
Israeli minister rejects U.N. , EC role 

Shamir set to reject 
Bush's plea for talks 


Peace marchers 
head for Amman 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— An mtcrnatioaai group advo- 
cating non-violence and calling 
for Middle East peace set out on 
Tuesday to march from Jeru- 
salem through tbe occupied West 
Bank to Amman. Dozens of 
members of the Gulf Peace Team 
planned to walk the 70-kilometre 
in six days to commemorate the 
1967 war in which Israel occupied 
the West Bank 24 years ago this 
week, a spokesman said. The 
peace marchers had previously 
tried to prevent tbe Gulf war 
between a U.S.-led coalition and 
Iraq by setting op a peace camp 
between the opposing armies. 

'Phony milk for 
Sudan’ 

NEW YORK (AP) — The owner 
of a stripping company pleaded 
guilty to defrauding an aid prog- 
ramme out of nearly SI milli on by 
shipping animal feed instead of 
powdered milk to famine-stricken 
Sudan, prosecutors said Monday. 
Maatyn C. Merritt, owner of 
AMG Services Lie., pleaded guil- 
ty late Friday in Manhattan's 
federal court to conspiracy to 
defraud tbe U.S. government. 
The charge involved a contract 
that his company bad with the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development, which administers 
foreign aid, to supply hundreds of 
tonnes of low-fat mflk powder to 
starving Sudanese. During the 
plea, Merritt said the shipment he 
arranged in January 1989 was 
actually an inferior milk product 
for animals, not fit for human 
consumption as required by aid 
regulations. 

Turkey arrests 
Swiss, women 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey has 
arrested a Swiss woman it alleges 
has links with a banned Thrinsh 
leftist group, a court official said 
' on Tuesday. The prosecution told 
Istanbul state security court that 
Barbara Anna Kistier was an 
alleged member of tbe outlawed 
Turkish Workers and P easants 
liberation Array (TKKO) and 
was involved in setting up armed 
gangs. Kistier was not charged 
and was remanded in custody. 
The mass-drcnlation daily Hur- 
riyet quoted Kistier, who could 
face up to five years in jail if 
charged ami convicted, as telling 
the court she came to Turkey in 
January 1991 and had no links 
with the group. 

Saudi foreign 
minister in Qatar 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand Al Faisal arrived in 
Doha on Tuesday on a previously 
unannounced visit. Tbe Gulf 
news agency said Prince Sand was 
greeted by hts Qatari counterpart 
Mubarak AH Al Khater but gave 
no further details. The two minis- 
ters attended a meeting of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
in Saudi Arabia on Sunday and 
Monday. 

’Floods devastate 
Afghanistan’ 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Rain- 
storms and floods have ca u sed 
some 5,000 cas u al ti es in the 
northern Afghan province of Joz- 
jan, an Afghan rebel news service 
said on Tuesday. Twenty-one vil- 
lages were “completely des- 
troyed” by tire calamity that hit 
the area last Friday night, the 
Pakistan-based rebel govern- 
ment’s official hfidia news service 
said, “The number of casualties is 
approaching 5.00CT Midia re- 
ported, without saying how many 
were killed and how many in- 
jured. 

Bush picks Strauss 
envoy to Soviet 

Union 

WASHINGTON (K) — Presi- 
dent George Bush on Tuesday 
nominated former Democratic 
party ditinnsn Robert Strauss as 

the new ambassador to the Soviet 

Union for what he called a critical 
period in U.S.-Scrviei relation. 
“Bob Straus was taken on dnfi- 
cuh and delicate assignments in 
the past for presidents of both 
parties. I know he’s the right man 
to take on the job at mo- 
mint...” Bush said in a- hastuy 
arranged appearance in the 
White Howe Rose Garden. 


MAJDALYOUN. Lebanon (R) 
— Israeli warplanes pounded 
Palestinian bases in south Leba- 
non on Tuesday, killing 13 
Palestinian fighters and wounding 
38 people including a dozen chil- 
dren. 

The air strikes, on the ninth 
anniversary of Israel's 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon, began less than 
24 hours after a raid flattened a 
PLO intelligence office east of 
Sidon, 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut. 

The planes made 18 passes 
over two hours on training bases, 
ammunition depots, artillery and 
anti-aircraft guns in and near 
three villages five kilometres east 
of Sidon, witnesses said. 

“The raid started suddenly and 
explosions smashed all the win- 
dows,” said a nun at a church 
school in Majdalyoun where 
some 1,300 terrified children hid 
in basement bomb shelters. 

She said 10 children — aged 
between five and seven were hit 
by glass fragments. Two more 
children were wounded at other 
schools. 

Tbe raid hammered bases of 
the Popular Front for tbe Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP), the 
Palestinian Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC), the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) and the Lebanese 
Sunni Muslim Popular Liberation 
Army (PLA) militia, security 


Kurd rebels 
kill six 
Turkish 
soldiers 

DIYARBAK3R, Turkey (R) — 
Kurdish rebels have killed six 
Turkish soldiers in an ambush 
near a southeastern Turkish 
town, officials said on Tuesday. 

A group of guerrillas from the 
Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
opened fire on a military patrol 
on Monday near Siraak town, 
1,200 kilometres southeast of 
Ankara, they added. 

Id a separate dash, Turkish 
troops shot dead four rebels near 
the southeastern provincial city of 
Diyarbakir. They took a further 
five rebels prisoner. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
news agency said a state security 
court in the eastern Turkish aty 
of Malatya sente nc ed a Syrian 
■member of the PKK to death. 

The court said Mohammad 
Kemal had killed a Turkish sol- 
dier last June in a dash with 
security forces near Malatya. 
Kemal denied the charges, the 
agency said. 

Turkey has declared a state of 
emergency in 10 southeastern 
provinces- 


sources said. 

They said the dead consisted of 
six FRC, five DFLP and two 
PFLP fighters. 

At least 14 of the 38 wounded 
were civilians. Most of the other 
injured were Palestinian fighters, 
the sources said. 

Ambulances were unable to 
enter the area during the raids in 
case they were hit. Buses later 
evacuated children — many in 
tears — from the schools while 
worried parents searched for 
them. 

In Tel Aviv an army spokes- 
woman said the planes destroyed 
DFLP guerrilla staging areas used 
for concentrating armoured vehi- 
cles, artillery and ammunition. 

Political sources said the raids 
were intended to reinforce 
Israel’s warning that it would not 
permit a Lebanese-Syrian coop- 
eration treaty which took effect 
on Monday to threaten the Jew- 
ish state. 

“These air raids are a prelude 
to a large military attack ... ," 
said Zeid Wehbeh, the personal 
representative in Sidon of Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Wehbeh reported what he said 
was an Israeli military buildup in 
the south and unusual air and 
naval movements in the area. 

Bombs and rockets hit an FRC 
training camp near Majdalyoun, 
leaving craters up to two metres 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq-said on 
TXiesday that a one nriffion tonnes 
Australian wheat deal, previously 
held up by financing' difficulties, 
had been finalised. 

Tbe Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
said that Australia will supply tbe 
wheat over the next six months. 

It said methods of payment and 
shipment dates were agreed in a 
document signed in Baghdad 
Tuesday by the chairman of the 
Australian Wheat Board (AWB), 
Clinton Condon. 

It did not say how much Iraq 
would pay for the wheat or bow 
but previous reports from Austra- 
lia said tbe deal was worth about 
$155 millioir. 

Trade Minister Mehdi Saleh 
said on May 30 that the deal was 
among others for essential food 
imports that depended on the 
release of Iraqi assets frozen 
abroad after Baghdad's invasion 
of Kuwait last August. 

Iraq is living off old stocks of 
grain and its own harvest which 
usually yields 30-40 per cent of its 
gram needs. 

U.N. member governments 
have been allowed since early 
May to unfreeze Iraqi -funds to 


deep and 10 metres wide. The 
planes hunted down anti-aircraft 
guns on trucks as guerrillas drove 
them under cover, witnesses said. 

“The planes are striking the 
area every few minutes ... it 
seems they are not going to 
stop," said Sidon resident Elham 
Mustapha. “We felt our house 
shake with every explosion." 

Palestinian fighters put up a 
curtain of anti-aircraft fire but 
Israel said all its aircraft returned 
safely. 

Palestinian sources said during 
the attack that Israeli and an 
allied Lebanese militia were rein- 
forcing positions near the village 
of Kfar Falous, about 10 
kilometres east of Sidon. 

Tuesday’s raids were Israel's 
12th air strike into Lebanon this 
year and the most extensive air 
assault in several months. 

Israeli planes struck on Mon- 
day as the Syrian and Lebanese 
foreign ministers exchanged 
documents in Beirut putting the 
wide-ranging cooperation treaty 
between tbe two neighbours into 
effect. 

Three people, including two 
guerrillas, were killed and seven 
wounded in that attack which was 
also just east of Sidon. 

Israel has condemned the pact 
as virtual Syrian annexation of 
Lebanon. Damascus says that the 
treaty recognises Lebanese inde- 
pendence but strengthens close 


finance purchases of food, medi- 
cine and other goods for huma- 
nitarian purposes, but few have 
done so. 

. In New Delhi, India said Tues- 
day it has offered food and medi- 
cine on commercial credit terms 
to Iraq, which has been seeking in 
vain to arrange food deals with 
Western countries since tbe Gulf 
war. 

“We have offered to provide 
foodstuffs and medicines, which 
are items allowed under tbe Un- 
ited Nations sanctions regulations 
(against Iraq), on normal com- 
mercial credit terms,” an external 
affaire ministry spokesman said. 

The Indian spokesman said no 
firm deal had been concluded yet, 
but New Delhi would give its 
usual credit support to exporters 
for food supplies to Iraq. 

He was commenting on a state- 
ment issued on Monday in Bagh- 
dad by K.G. D ban an jay an, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Indian 
Farmers Association, saying Indi- 
an fanners would supply Iraq 
with food on credit terms. 

The statement said: “India will 
fill the vacuum created by the war 
and by the... refusal of all West- 


ties between the neighbours. 

"These developments are not 
in Israel's interest." said a 
Palestinian political source. "The 
raids emphasise Israel’s position 
that it will nor withdraw from the 
south and we expect more trou- 
ble." 

The independent Beirut news- 
paper An Nahar said on Tuesday 
Syria and the PLO had reached 
an agreement in principle on the 
status of Palestinian fighters in 
Lebanon and Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

It said PLO guerrillas in Leba- 
non would keep their weapons 
until Syria's President Hafez Al 
Assad received a commitment 
from Washington that Israel 
would withdraw from south 
Lebanon. 

Israel, which withdrew most of 
its troops in 1985, holds a security 
zone in south Lebanon to stop 
guerrilla raids over its northern 
border and has vowed to stay 
until its security is guaranteed. 

Lebanese Prime Minister 
Omar Karami urged the United 
Nations, the United States and 
other international powers to 
stop supplying Israel with 
weapons because "our children 
are dying." 

He said Israel wanted to block 
implementation of a U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolution calling for 
an Israeli withdrawal from Leba- 
non. 


era nations to supply essential 
commodities." 

Dhananjayan said India could 
provide wheat, rice, sugar and 
tea, all in short supply in Iraq, but 
did not say if he had signed firm 
contracts for food deliveries. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi parlia- 
ment, after a two-day debate on 
high prices and food shortages, 
has recommended a series of 
anti-inflation measures including 
re-nationalising flour mills and 
bakeries in large towns. 

Bakeries, privatised in 1989, 
have raised the price of bread 
more than 20 times since last 
August. 

The bakers say that as private 
businessmen they have to buy 
their flour at scarcity prices on 
the free market. The price of 
flour distributed through tbe gov- 
ernment ration system has not 
changed since last August. 

Re-nationalisation, which 
would take effect if decreed by 
tbe ruling Revolution Command 
Council, could bring down bread 
prices only if the government 
guaranteed supplies of flour to 
the new state-owned bakeries. 


Roller and tbe Jerusalem Post 

TEL AVIV — Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir is expected to 
reject President George Bush's 
direct appeal for Israeli flexibil- 
ity, and will not budge on the 
outstanding issues blocking tbe 
convening of a Middle East peace 
Conference. 

Sources in the prime minister's 
office told The Jerusalem Post 
last night that “These issues are 
critical for us. We cannot give 
in.” They added that the reply is 
already being drafted. 

In his letter. Bush called on 
Israel to be flexible on the unre- 
solved procedural issues standing 
in the way of a conference. 
Should the so-called procedural 
issues be overcome. Bush assures 
Shamir that tbe parley will indeed 
lead to direct talks. 

Officials in the prime minister’s 
office describe the two-and-a-half 
page letter as “friendly” and be- 
reft of any threats should Israel 
refuse to yield any ground on the 
“modalities." 

These officials confirmed that 
Bush asked Shamir to agree to 
the participation of a U.N. repre- 
sentative in the role o? observer 
and to agree that the conference 
can reconvene periodically to re- 
ceive updates on negotiations but 
not have any authority over the 
negotiations. 

According to Israeli officials in 
Washington. Bush's letter asking 
for Israeli concessions on both 
these two points stem from 
Syria's insistence on U.N. parti- 
cipation and reconvening of the 
proposed conference. 

' The letter stressed, the officials 
said, the U.S. position that the 
conference would only be a vehi- 


cle for breaking taboos that will 
lead to direct dialogue between 
Israel and her neighbours. 

Bush wrote letters to all the 
major leaders in the region in a 
bid to overcome existing roadb- 
locks on the way to a peace 
parley. Until now. Secretary of 
State James Baker has been 
handling all of the diplomacy, 
with White House officials not 
wanting Bush to be saddled with 
the possibility of failure. 

The idea of dispatching letters 
to the region seems to be calcu- 
lated to achieve optimal effect at 
minimal cost. U.S. officials are 
hoping that no Middle Eastern 
leader will want to turn down a 
direct appeal from the president, 
especially in the aftermath of the 
Gulf War. At the same time, tbe 
White House hoped to protect 
tbe president's personal prestige 
by communicating via epistles 
rather than risking a high-profile 
presidential visit to the area. 

White House officials revealed 
Monday that, in addition to Israel 
and Syria, Bush bad sent written 
appeals for movement towards a 
Middle East peace conference to 
King Hussein, King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia and President Hos- 
ni Mubarak of Egypt. 

These letters, along with tbe 
messages sent to Shamir, and 
Syrian President Hafez Assad- 
hand-delivered in Lisbon to Sy- 
rian Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Shara by Baker-represented an 
all-out effort to move forward 
with the stalled U.S. proposal. 

The letters “ all expressed the 
president’s personal commitment 
to the peace process, urged them 
to follow up on the various 
opportunities that have come out 
of the Baker mission, and once 


again stressed that we should not 
pass up this opportunity to keep 
the peace process alive and to get 
Israel talking to its neighbours," 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fitzwater said at a news briefing. 

Fitzwater said that the letters 
did not contain any new propos- 
als, but urged compromise by the 
various countries on the modali- 
ties of the conference. 

In the Knesset Foreign Affairs 
and Defence committee Monday, 
Shamir denied that Bush in his 
letter had invited the prime 
minister to confer with him on the 
conference. 

Shamir said, “in the letter, the 
president is attempting to explain 
the need and tbe rationale of the 
positions of the U.S., so he can 
persuade the participants in the 
conference to accept the Amer- 
ican view." 

The prime minister insisted, 
“the peace process is not stuck." 
He also counseled, "I don’t think 
we have patience. We want ev- 
erything to run ahead. 1 under- 
stand this, but there are no short 
cuts. Things are complicated." 

Meanwhile an Israeli cabinet 
minister rejected on Tuesday 
even a token Middle East peace 
role for tbe United Nations in an 
apparent setback to Washington's 
efforts to keep its peace initiative 
alive. 

“We can’t give any sort of tool 
to the United Nations, to 
Europe, which have taken so 
hostile a posit 'on towards Israel 
in this process," Transport Minis- 
ter Moshe Katzav, who is re- 
garded as close to Shamir, told 
army radio. 

Israeli leftist members of par- 
liament meanwhile accused the 
Likud party-led government of 
planning to quadruple Jewish set- 
tlement in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. Washington, Israel's 
closest ally, views such settle- 
ments as an obstacle to peace. 

Meanwhile the United States 
lodged a formal protest with 
Israel Tuesday over what it said 
was the failure of Israeli soldiers 
to intervene when a Jewish West 
Bank settler threatened a U.S. 
diplomat with a pistol last week. 

“The (U.S.) embassy has pro- 
tested formally to the govern- 
ment of Israel and asked for an 
investigation,” spokesman Don 
Co fin an of the U.S. embassy in 
Tel Aviv told Reuters. 

The U.S. consulate in Jeru- 
salem said the diplomat was car- 
rying out official duties in the 
occupied West Bank on Thursdy 
when he was “accosted by an 
Israeli settler near Hebron bran- 
dishing a pistol.” 

Two Israeli soldiers witnessed 
the incident but did not inter- 
vene, the consulate said. 

“It is unacceptable that Israeli 
soldiers failed to intervene when 
an Israeli settler physically 
threatened an American diplo- 
mat,” a statement from the con- 
sulate said. 

The army bad no immediate 
comment but Israel's foreign 
ministry confirmed the U.S. 
embassy had been in contact. 


Conservative upsurge grips Saudi Arabia 


By Martin Marrfs 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA — Thousands of fol- 
lowers of a firebrand Muslim 
cleric converged on the gov- 
ernor’s palace in northwest 
Saudi Arabia when the official 
barred the preacher from de- 
livering his sermon, diplomats 
said Monday. 

It was tbe latest sign of a 
conservative backlash in Saudi 
Arabia in the wake of the Gulf 
war, when the presence of hun- 
dreds of thousands of fore- 
igners led liberals to hope for 
social chang e in Saudi Arabia’s 
traditionally closed society. 

It came alter Muslim con- 
servatives handed King Fahd a 
petition calling for stricter en- 
forcement of rehgjous stric- 
tures, including a crackdown 
on corruption and a call that a 
planned consultative council 
be guided by refigkras concerns 
rather than tilt towards refor- 
mists. 

Diplomats said tbe incident 


took place a month ago in the 
desert town of Buraydah, ab- 
out 340 kilometres northwest 
of Riyadh, tbe capital, but 
details have only recently 
emerged. 

Tbe 5,000 devotees of the 
preacher. Sheikh Al Awdah, 
inarched on the palace when 
be did not appear at the mos- 
que in Buraydah, a birthplace 
of Saudi religious conservat- 
ism, because they thought he 
bad been jailed, the diplomats 
reported. 

“It was a bit like a Saudi 
version of a Mexican stan- 
doff,” said one Western diplo- 
mat who described the scene in 
Buraydah. 

Tbe crowd dispersed peace- 
fully when they found out Al 
Amlah had not been impris- 
oned, said the Riyadh-based 
diplomats, who spoke os con- 
dition they were not identified. 

As a result of the incident, 
the governor of Qasam pro- 
vince, Prince Abdul Qlah Bin 
Abdul Aziz, a half-mother of 


King Fahd, is taking a Leave of 
absence and may be replaced, 
informed sources said. 

The royal family has usually 
sought to placate fundamental- 
ist Muslims, who like Al 
Awdah call for greater cen- 
sorship of television, tbe 
cloistering of women and stric- 
ter controls on the behaviour 
of foreigners in the kingdom. 

The decision to cancel Al 
Awdah’s sermon apparently 
was taken on Abdul Blah's 
personal initiative and appears 
to have incurred royal displea- 
sure because it led to the con- 
frontation. 

One diplomat said there 
were reports that a number of 
protesters were arrested and 
taken to Riyadh for question- 
ing. But the reports could not 
be confirmed. 

Buraydah is a centre for the 
fundamentalist Wahhabi sect 
of Islam, named after the 18th 
century preacher Abdul Wah- 
hab whose descendants have 


been allied with the current Al 
Saud dynasty ever since. 

In another sign of renewed 
pressure from conservatives, 
Saudi Arabia’s highest reli- 
gious authority. Sheikh Abdel 
Aziz Bin Baz, handed King 
Fahd a petition on May 18 
calling fo r g reater enforcement 
of Islamic strictures. 

Like Saudi liberals, the con- 
servatives asked the king to 
speed up creation of a con- 
sultative council — but they 
said it should make all deci- 
sions based on the sharia, or 
Islamic law. 

The petition, signed by 
dozens of conservatives, also 
called for punishment of those 
guiiry of corruption "without 
any exception of rank,” and 
justice in distributing the king- 
dom’s vast oil wealth, a veiled 
criticism of the royal family. 

Tbe conservatives advocated 
the creation of a strong army, 
an implicit criticism of the 
country's small armed forces 


which proved unable to cope 
with the Iraqi threat on their 
own. 

The official Saudi press 
agency late Sunday quoted a 
cryptic statement from the 
country’s council of ulemas, 
tbe highest religious body in 
tbe kingdom, that denounced 
tbe public airing of tbe de- 
mands. 

The council, which is headed 
by Bin Baz, said such publicity 
“does not serve the (public) 
interest nor does it help piety, 
and devotion." 

Although it was not specific, 
the council appeared to be 
cri rising the widespread cir- 
culation of the petition, ex- 
cerpt of which appeared in 
Egyptian, American and Brit- 
ish newspapers. Saudi Arabia 
has an obsession with secrecy 
in such matters. 

Ironically, the calk for crea- 
tion of a consultative council, 
soda! justice and a crackdown 
on corruption also are key de- 


mands of Saudi liberals. 

Analyst Charles Snow said 
the petition's demands, if met, 
would entail “a significant cur- 
tailment of the rulmg family’s 
authority at home." 

Snow, writing in the re- 
spected Middle East Economic 
Survey, speculated that King 
Fahd might placate the con- 
servatives by giving them a 
majority of seats in the prop- 
osed consultative council, giv- 
ing it a “radically different 
complexion than most obser- 
vers... anticipated.” 

But he stressed that this 
“might not satisfy the relgious 
reformers since the assembly 
proposed by the ruling family 
is a relatively toothless affair, 
whereas the ulema appear to 
be after a real say in how the 
country is run.” 

He stressed: “If that proves 
to be tbe case, the war will 
indeed have had a significant 
impact of the kindom's politic- 
al balance — - but not the ex- 
pected one." 


Iraq, Australia sign 
1 million tonnes wheat deal 
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Algerian police fire on fundastn 


ALGIERS (R) — Police, using 
live and rubber bullets, opened 
fire for the first the time Tuesday 
as thousands of Muslim fun- 
damentalists demanded an im- 
mediate Islamic state just over 
three weeks from Algeria’s first 
multiparty general election, 
eyewitnesses said. 

Zn the most serious dash in 
three days of disturbances in cen- 
tral Algiers, one protester was 
seriously wounded by gunfire, the 
witnesses said. 

Thousands of angry militants, 
replying with stones to the police, 
chanted: “He is dead ... it is our 
first martyr." 

The crackdown followed in- 
terior ministry orders to end illeg- 
al protests in the capital where 
police had only used tear gas and 
water cannon during the ealier 
disturbances. 

As the wounded man was 
taken away in an ambullaitce, 
police fired in the air to back 
demands that the crowd disperse. 

The capital has been shaken 


by three days of disturbances 
and most shops closed Tuesday, 
tans stopped and little pubUc 
transport could be seen. 

The militants have taken to the 
streets to press Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) demands that elector- 
al laws be changed. 

They were also demanding that 
President Chadli Benjedid face 
voters in a presidential election 
alongside the June 27 poll for 

parliament. 

Bat the demands on the street 
have escalated. 

The thousands of gathering 
militants shouted: “We want an 
Islamic state immediately, we do 
not need a vote.” 

The FIS says the elections are 
already fixed, with electoral laws 
favouring the National Liberation 
Front (FLN) which has run the 
country since independence from 
France in 1962. 

It has called an indefinite 
general strike to back its demands 
but the stoppage appears to have 
had little effect on key sectors of 


the economy, such as gas and 
transport. Postal and other ser- 
vice industries have been dis- 
rupted. 

The militants converged on the 
capital's May 1st Square after 
being cleared from there and 
another stronghold. Martyrs’ 
Square, in pre-down police raids. 

The wounded man was hit near 
the sports complex of El H arch a, 
some 700 metres from the centre 
of May 1st Square, witnesses said. 

The Algerian press agency 
APS said 600 people had been 
admitted to Mustapha Hospital 
suffering from the effects of gas. 

The hospital said only two were 
seriously injured, one who had 
just an operation and another 
who suffered from asthma. 

“There are no dead, despite 
persistent rumours,” an official 
source told Reuters. 

The interior ministry Monday 
night, after the most serious con- 
frontation since electioneering 
started, ordered an immediate 


U.S. rejects Perez de Cuellar’s 
Iraqi revenue formula; Britain 
says Iraq violating U.N. resolution 


crackdown on illegal protests. 

It said they had “generated an 
atmosphere of insecurity and dis- 
rupted the normal life of the 
citizens." 

Police and demonstrators bat- 
tled for nearly an hour Tuesday 
with protesters using paving 
stones against the police. 

As the protest started, 
thousands of fundamentalists 
coming from the suburbs of 
Kouba and E! Haraach joined the 
crowd. 

Witnesses said that after nearly 
an hour, police firing in the air 
took control of the square, one of 
two main rallying points which 
have been taken over by FIS 
militants for the past week. 

They forced the activists to 
disperse and the capital echoed to 
chants of small defiant groups 
and* the dull crack of tear gas 
being fired. 

Some protesters, masks cover- 
ing their faces, picked up tear gas 
cannisters and hurled them back 
at police. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government Monday re- 
jected the U.N. secretary gener- 
al ’s 30 per cent limit on oil 
revenue Iraq should pay for war 
damage and said it wants Iraq to 
give up half its revenue. 

“As a result of the damages 
incurred, and Iraq’s continued 
repressive policies, we believe the 
figure suggested is too low,” 
State Department Spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said. 

U.S. officials previously sug- 
gested a 40-50 per cent level, but 
diplomats in New York had said 
the five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council had 
generally agreed to leave the 
matter to Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar and the 
U.N. Compensation Commis- 
sion. 

Perez de Cuellar made his 
proposal Friday in a report to the 
Security Council which has pro- 
jected annual Iraqi oil exports to 
reach $21 billion by 1993, assum- 
ing that sanctions are lifted and it 


is allowed to resume exports. 

Some coundl members have 
called for a lower percentage. 
Britain suggested 26 per cent to 
match the share Iraq is believed 
to have been spending on its 
military. 

But Ms. Tutwiler said the Un- 
ited States would discuss with 
fellow Security Council members 
its desire to increase the limit to 
50 per cent. 

“We do not think that the 30 
per cent level suggested is adequ- 
ate to compensate on a timely 
basis Kuwaitis and the others who 
have suffered so grievously at 
Iraq's hands,” she said at the 
department’s daily briefing for 
reporters. 

“The Security Council is not 
obligated to approve the secret- 
ary general's recommendation, 
although certainly his recom- 
mendation will carry great 
weight," Ms. Tutwiler said. 

The United States has veto 
power on the council but Ms. 


Tutwiler said she was not sure 
whether it would apply to the 
decision on the secretary gener- 
al’s recommendation. She said 
there is no date set for the matter 
to come before the council. 

In another development Mon- 
day, Britain accused Iraq of 
violating die U.N. Security Coun- 
cil’s “human shield" resolution 
by detaining a former British 
hostage. 

The complaint comes as the 
Security Council is preparing to 
conduct its first 60-day review of 
Iraq's compliance with council 
resolutions on the Gulf crisis. 

The council is to consider 
whether to lift the embargo on 
the import of non-military goods 
into Iraq “in light of the policies 
and practices" of Baghdad. 

Britain, as one of the five 
permanent council members with 
veto power, could back any 
attempt to loosen the sanctions 
on Iraq. 


t 9 


LOD ( AP) — An Israeli military 
court sentenced a 19-year-old 
“Jordanian soldier” to 28 years in 
prison Tuesday on charges he 
attempted to kill Israeli troops 
after “infiltrating from Jordan.” 

The court handed down the 
sentence against Raed Kader 
Ibrahim Auwad after he pleaded 
guilty to a charge of firing on 
Israeli soldiers with intent to kill 
along the Jordan River on Aug. 
19, 1990. 

Auwad’s bullets failed to hit 
any Israeli soldiers, but the 
court's chief judge, Lt. Col. 
Aharon Alpem, said the lengthy 
sentence was necessary as a warn- 
ing to potential infiltrators. 

The court said Auwad , who did 
not belong to any guerrilla group, 
infiltrated across the Jordan Riv- 
er with another soldier, each 
armed with automatic weapons 
and 14 magazines of ammunition. 


Kuwaiti Doctors concerned about 
lack of mental health care 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti doctors 
treating patients brimming with 
anger and depression are worried 
that the government is devoting 
too little attention to healing the 
mental -scars of the Gulf war. 

“The government is too busy 
repairing burning oil wells," said 
consultant psychologist Jassem 
Hajia. “What we need to do is 
repair the Kuwaiti person. This is 
far more important than econo- 
mic reconstruction,” the 
American-trained doctor said. 

Doctors report a surge in the 


number patients they are treating 
for a variety of illnesses ranging 
from stress to rape caused by 
Iraq's often brutal seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 

They are also concerned about 
the current atmosphere in 
Kuwait, a tiny Gulf state that 
previously basked in money and 
wealth. 

There is tangible tension be- 
tween those who endured Iraqi 
occupation and those who lived 
comfortably in exile. 

“The occupation created two 
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Kuwaiti nations, those who 
stayed and those who went 
away,” clinical psychologist 
Botitayna Al Moqhawi said in an 
interview with Reuters. 

“Those who stayed really suf- 
fered. They feared for their lives 
every day. Those who went away 
only suffered when they came 
back and found their country 
ruined. But both groups need 
help.” 

Three months after Kuwait was 
freed, hundreds of armed troops 
still patrol the streets. Behind 
their thick sunglasses, many 
appear to be combat ready. They 
frighten people. 

There is aggression on the 
streets. People drive as if it were 
the first day of occupation and 
they were fleeing. State media 
say more people are dying in car 
crashes than under the occupa- 
tion. 

Die mental doctors' job was 
previously complicated by a tradi- 
tional reserve towards mental 
health care among residents of 
Kuwait, in many other ways an 
ultra-modern and sophisticated 
country with one of the highest 
per capita incomes in the world. 

But the reserve has come 
tumbling down because of the 
Gulf war, doctors say. People are 
coming forward to seek help in 
the consulting rooms of private 
therapists and in hospitals. 


although public discussion of 
mental health remains taboo. 

At one extreme are cases of 
torture and rape. “I have one 
man who was forced by the Iraqis 
to watch a video of them tortur- 
ing another man by cutting his 
arm off, throwing acid on it and 
then burning it," Hajia said. 

Moqhawi, who works at 
Kuwait's main psychiatric hospit- 
al, is concerned about the lack of 
attention and resources for every- 
day cases of war trauma. 

She and other doctors say they 
are treating countless cases of 
post traumatic stress disorder. 
“Its clinical symptoms are 
psychological and emotional 
withdrawal, insomnia, lack of 
appetite, aggression, depression, 
anxiety and violent mood swings. 

Treatment means airing their 
problems, getting support from 
family and friends, reintegration 
into society. “It’s a lot of work 
and it’s a long-term process,” 
Moqhawi said. 

She and other doctors fear that 
victims of Gulf war stress may 
turn to illicit alcohol and drugs. 
They say they are already treating 
cases of alcoholism and drug 
abuse but would give no details. 
Alcohol is illegal in this Muslim 
slate. 

“We need people, money and 
resources from the health minis- 
try. There are a lot of people out 
there who need- help,” she said. 


Scores feared dead in Addis 
Ababa arms dump explosion 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Scores 
of people were feared killed when 
a huge arms dump blew up before 
dawn Tuesday in a southern sub- 
urb of Addis Ababa. 

Rebels who took control of the 
Ethiopian capital a week ago said 
the explosion, which' set off a 
huge fire at a nearby fuel depot, 
was caused by saboteurs. 

Rebel commander Bereket 
Simon blamed the blast on rem- 
nants of the former government 
of ousted ruler Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

Red Cross officials said they 
had no idea of the scale of casual- 
ties as much of the area was still 
burning, but several of the resi- 
dents streaming away from the 
area said they had seen bodies. 

One resident, Endris Ahmed, 
55, said he saw scores of bodies 
and many houses destroyed or on 
fire. 

The explosion burled artillery 
shells, mortar bombs and rockets 
across tbe city of three million. 
The shells hit the fuel dump 
which exploded in a massive 
orange mushroom. 

It blew out windows in a two- 
lrilometre radius and cracked 
open nearby office and apartment 
blocks. 

John Mathai, soundman for the 
international news film agency 


Visnews, was killed in die fuel 
depot explosion as he and his 
Nairobi-based cameraman 
Mohammad Amin approached 
tbe area to film tire burning 
ammunition dump, colleagues 
said. 

Amin was badly injured. 

An enormous twisting tornado 
of thick smoke spiralled into the 
sky, blackening the city’s south- 
ern suburbs. The smoke from the 
blast was so thick it shrouded the 
red and orange flames and the 
bursting artillay shells for mi- 
nutes. 

“The noise was incredible, we 
turned away," said Cotiu Blaine, 
a correspondent for tbe British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
who was with the Visnews crew 
but was not hurt. 

“They (Mathai and Amin) 
were crossing a river, going down 
a bank, when it hit them," he 
said. 

Blaine told Reuters he saw 
about half a dozen bodies in the 
area and a kit of damage. 

Most of the wounded who 
reached hospitals were brought 
by relatives or friends in private 
cars. Most bad wounds from 
shrapnel and flying debris. Many 
were children. 

Tbe neighbourhood where the 
explosion occurred was crammed 


with shanty dwellings, many of 
them made of wood and mud. 

Die force of the explosion 
would have blown them away. 

By midday, few casualties had 
reached the city’s already over- 
crowded hospitals. 

At one Red Cross station, two 
dozen vehicles were still parked 
boms after tbe blast. Tbe drivers 
said they did not have tire spare 
parts to run them. 

Seven hours after the first ex- 
plosion, black smoke still poured 
from the fire at the oil depot. 

Thousands of people streamed 
out of the area, many of them 
with possessions such as televi- 
sions and fridges pfied high on 
pick-op trucks. 

Women carried babies in their 
aims and belongings on their 
beads. 

There was panic as more explo- 
sions boomed behind them. 

“Run, ran, tire fire is coming,” 
they shouted at reporters travell- 
ing towards the blaze. 

Fighters of the Ethiopian Peo- 
ple’s Revol utionary Democratic 
Front (EPRDF) towed the area 
with loud bailers, wanting people 
to stay away in case of further 
explosions, 

“This is sabotage,” said Tekle- 
woini Asefa, bead of the rebels’ 
relief group. Rest. 


Die explosions took place only 
hours after EPRDF l eader Metes 
Zenawi said on television Mon- 
day evening that rebel forces con- 
trolled virtually the' whole 
country. 

State radio Mamed the explo- 
sion on saboteurs but did not say 
who was responsible. 

- Residents living near the scene 
said they, heard gunfire : nearby 
about half an hour before the first 
explosion. . . 

Amm unition ignited . by the 
first blast at 4:25 a4n. (0125 
GMT) traced crazy 'patterns in 
tire sky before faffing up to three 
kilometres away, setting off 
secondary fires. 

Windows shattered and plaster 
fell from ceffiags across the dry. 

One resident, Abebe Haifa, 
said thieves had fried to loot the 
possessions of those fleeing. : 

“EPRDF fighters fired at the 
looters but they hit a man stand- 
ing next to me. Three others were 
wounded,” ire said. 

Several - ammunition dumps 
have exploded in and around 
Addis Ababa dyer the past 10 
days as the norther-based rebels 
fought their way into the city. 

One such blast last week was 
believed to have killed hundreds 
of people. 


Iran marks anniversary 
of Khomeini’s death 


NICOSIA , Cyprus (AP) — Iran 
lowered its flags to half mast 
Tuesday as mourners gathered 
around the gold-domed tomb of 
Ayatollah Rufaollah Khomeini 
for the second anniversary of his 
death. 

The state-run Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said mour- 
ners at Khomeini's shrine in the 
Behesbte Zahra Cemetery 16 
kilometres south of Tehran, num- 
bered in the hundreds of 
thousands. It did not give a more 
precise estimate. 

Inside the packed shrine, deco- 
rated with giant glittering chande- 
liers and plus Persian carpets 
donated by the people, mourners 
listened as speakers recited Kora- 
nic verses, IRNA said. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said the crowds included 
some 25,000 foreign guests. 

More than 15,0(W buses shut- 


tled mourners from around the 
country to .die site, IRNA said, 
adding that vehicles still trying to 
get the scene were locked in a 
traffic jam extending 3 kilometres 
from the shrine. 

IRNA reported that in addition 
to the crowd already inside the 
sprawling compound, about 
200,000 mourners were advanc- 
ing towards the shrine’s southern 
and eastern entrances. 

Khomeini died of cancer at 
10:45 p.m. on June 3, 1989. 

When his death was officially 
announced the next day, millions 
poured into the streets, pounding 
themselves, scratching their faces 
and beating their breasts in grief. 

In a speech at the shrine, 
Kbometnfs successor, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei urged Iranians to 
“remain united and not lose pati- 
ence.” 

But most Iranians lost patience 


with Khomeini's revolution even 
during his lifetime. 

The revolution, which toppled 
Iran’s monarchy and replaced it 
with the Islamic republic, soured 
with its inability to prvoide baric 
needs. 

Soaring inflation, shortages, 
bureaucratic bottlenecks and cor- 
ruption, which persisted during tbe 
1980-88 war with Iraq, trans- 
formed Iran from an oil-rich de- 
veloping country into an econo- 
mic wreck. 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Rafcanjani, elected only weeks 
after Khomeini died, has tried to 
nudge the revolution away from 
Khomeini’s hard-line legacy, and 
towards rebuilding the economy. 

Going against Khomeini’s anti- 
Western, anti-Arab streak, Raf- 
sanjani improved ties wife tire 
West and wife Arab neighbours. 

Aware of mounting public dis- 



AyatoHah Khomeini 

content, Rafsan jam’s priority has 
been to poll Iran out of the econo- 
mic quagmire of the revolution 
and improve the people’s baric 
lives. 

This has angered hardliners led 
by Ahmad Khomeini, 'the pat- 
riarch’s only surviving son, who 
have accused the government of 
selling out fee revolution. 


Talabani says guerrillas 
ready to fight Iraq again 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish guer- 
rillas are ready to resume their 
uprising against fee Iraqi govern- 
ment if they cannot achieve 
autonomy by peaceful means, a 
Turkish newspaper Tuesday 
quoted Kurdish leader Jalal Tala- 
bani as saying. 

“We fighting for peace. The 
peshmergas (Kurdish guerrillas) 
are ready for war ...we have an 
army, we have arms. Die Iraqi 
rule cannot stop the Kurdish re- 
volution," Talabani told the lead- 
ing daily Milliyet in an interview. 

It was the first time a Kurdish 
leader had threatened to revive 
the revolt feat flared in March 
after Iraq’s defeat by the U.S.-led 
allies in the Gulf war. 

“I am hopeful. At the end we 
shall be fee winners. Because our 
nation stands. We have our aims 
in our hands,” he said. 

The paper said it interviewed 
Talabani, leader of fee Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan, one of two 
main. Kurdish opposition groups, 
last week in his headquarters in 
the town of Mawat near Sulaima- 
rriya in north Iraq. 

“If democracy is established in 
Iraq, Kurdish autonomy will have 
a guarantee.. If dictatorship re- 
mains, there will be no peace," 
he said. 


He said he still hoped for a 
breakthrough in talks between 
the government and a Kurdish 
delegation led by Massoud Barca- 
ni. 

Talabani, who led a first round 
of talks in April, said we would 
go back to Baghdad if fee talks 
reached deadlock. 

U.N. officials in Baghdad say 
the talks do not seem to have 
made any progress. Barzani’s de- 
legation left a Baghdad hotel 10 
days ago and has not been seen 
since. 

An Iraqi ministry of informa- 
tion official said last Monday tbe 
delegation was still m Baghdad 
and tbe talks were continuing and 
making progress. 

Talabani said last week tbe 
talks were stalled over tbe bor- 
ders of an autonomous region. 
The Kurds want the oil city of 
Kirkuk to be included. 

“Tbe Iraqi authorities accept 
that Kirkuk is within Kurdish 
territory. But they say they will 
have broken some rules if Kirkuk 
is included in autonomous Kur- 
distan,” Talabani told Milliyet, 
but did not elaborate. 

“If we can persuade the Iraqi 
government that we do not plan 
to set up an independent Kurdis- 
tan, the problem may be solved.” 


Libya walks out of summit 
in protest against Negeria 


ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — Libya 
walked out of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) summit 
Monday in a protest against 
Nigeria which is hosting tbe 
meeting. 

Foreign Minister Ibrahim 
Mohamed Beshari told reporters 
the Libyan delegation would 
leave Abuja, Nigeria’s future 
capital, immediately. 

“I have decided to make my 
stand very dear.. .We are leaving 
right now,” he said after the 
summit’s opening session. 

Nigeria’s Military President 
Ibrahim Babangida is the OAlTs 
incoming president, replacing 
Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni. 

Beshari, who headed fee Li- 
byan delegation In the absence of 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, said 
Libya was protesting against 
Nigeria’s intervention in other 
countries such as Liberia. 

“We don’t see it as correct for 
any country to intervene in the 
internal affairs of another coun- 
try,” Beshari said. 

Nigerian troops are leading a. 
West African force sent to Liber- 
ia last August at the height of that 
country’s civil war. 

They are protecting fee interim 
government of President Amos 


Sawyer in Monrovia Against 
Charles Taylor’s Libyan-backed 
rebels. 

Beshari said Nigeria had also 
adopted “an unfriendly position” 
when Libyan prisoners of war 
were whisked out of Chad last 
December. 

- 

Several hundred men were 
Sown to Nigeria by the U.S. air 
force after Chadian President 
Husene Habre was toppled by 
rebel leader Idriss Deby, who is 
on good terms with Libya. 

DipoU said the Libyans were 
taken against their wDl but Cha- 
dian and American officials said 
they wanted to leave because 
they had become Gaddafi oppo- 
nents while in captivity. 

Diplomats at the time de- 
scribed the Libyans as “contras” 
who were trained by U.S. army 
instructors to destabilise Gaddafi. 

Beshari said Nigeria had re- 
fused to allow the men’s familie s 
or the international Red Cross to 
visit them. 

The Libyans were only briefly 
in Nigeria, where they were an 
acute embarrassment to Babangi- 
da’s military government They 
later moved on to Zaire and 
Kenya before being taken to the 
United States last month. 
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CHURCHES 

St. MiqufMiamb Chan* S wtMte h . 
Tel. S10740 

AamMfes of God Chared, Tel. 
632785. 


St. Joreph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Amwodatioo Tcf. 
637440. 

De hi Safe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrraunta Chareh Td: 622366 
Cbsrch of tbe A — e dit ion Td. 
623541. 

Anglican Chareh Td. 625383. Td. 
628S43. 

Armenian Cathode Chareh Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chareh Tel. 
775261. 

SL Epfanta Chareh Td. 771751. 

Amman h w ad utl Church Td. 

685326. 

Eraagttted Latfaeran Chareh Tel: 
811295. 

The Chare* of Je*o» Christ of Latter- 
Day Sdma Tel. 815817. 654932. 
Chareh of the Namreoe Td. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe De partment of 
Meteorology. 



Slight rise in i 


take 


place and winch win be northwesterly 
moderate. Id Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 

MmJaax. temp. 


Amman ........ 18/32 

Aqaba 24/40 

Deserts 16/35 

Jordan Valley 21/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 31. Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 34 per cent, Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. KhaUd Mu’addi 743500 

Dr. SaecdTawfiq 788285 

Dr. Abdul QaderLala 696048 

Dr. Khalil Al Jab ali 740740 

Ribs Phnnacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asetna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

Shmcrpuri pharmacy 637660 


mnn» 

Dr. Zimd Al A'rej (— ) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy (775825) 

ZAKQA: 

Dr. Rabah Al Borini I—) 

Khafifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defiance Department 661 III 

Civil Dcleim Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue FoBce 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775I2I 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Poficc 896390 

Hsbfic Security Department 630321 

Hotel Cbmplainls 605800 

Price Comptamts 661176 

Water and Sew erag e 
Comptamts 897467 


Amman Munkapality 

Complaints 787111 

T el epho ne Information 

(ihreaory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623IOI • 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
AkUeh Maternity, S. Aim.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malbas.J. Amman ............... 636140 

Palestine, Shmetsani 664171/4 

Shmchauu Hospital 669131 


Unrversdy Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdafi 666127/37 

Al-Ahli Abdali 664164* 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AHJashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Ama} Hospital 674155 

XASLQAs 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IboSbia Hospital <091986732 

IRBUk 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINalecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)31411) 

8^12 THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7Tas informs boa is supplied by Royal 


Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Oucen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08133200-5, where A 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

fftlfi Jeddah (RJ) 

|* !|S Laroaca, Damascus (RJ) 

,7 i45 Belgrade. Istanbul fRJ) 

**55 London. Paris (RJ) 

Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

&60 Madrid. Rome (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Lk*® Sanaa (TY) 

***• Benghazi (LN) 

JTtOO Paris. Damascus (AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

1246 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

**38 Tripoli. Tunis (RJ) 

*?=•* Condon (RJ) 

«« New Delhi (RJ) 

21:45 Calcutta, Bangkoefc (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 


Beirut (ME J 

Sanaa (IYi 

Benghazi (CNl 

33:30 Damascoa, Paris (AP) 

market prices 

Uppetfkrwer price in fib 

760/1 

Hann a 500 / 450 

Banana (MnJuunmar) "! 450 / 400 

jg” 850 /7S0 

— ■ 250 / 200 

Cauliflower 200/ ISO 

130/ 80 

Cucum bers (small) 240/ >80 

W** 11 - 350/250 

P 8 ™ 5 500/400 

P? 00 v - 360/300 

X tMOn \™7? 200/150 

350/300 

280/220 

150/100 

**8® 450/350 

*£“*“*» 280 / 240 

■; 230/180 

watermelon 230/220 
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ATF opens 

Arab-German 

dialogue 

-* AMMAN (J.T.) — TTk Arab 
Thought Forum (ATF) Wednes- 
day opens a two-day German- 
Arab dialogue designed to prom- 
ore Arab-German relations. 

A tool of 38 participants from 
Jordan, Germany. Syria, Egypt, 
the United Kingdom and Pales- 
tine will take part in the dialogue 
which will be held under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

Apart from Prince Hassan, the 
opening session will be addressed 
by Dr. Udo Sreinbach, head of 
the German team and an expert 
on Middle Bast issues. 

The topics indude: new re- 
quirements for a Germany policy 
in the Middle Hast, Arab- 
German cooperation in trade and 
economic development. Ger- 
many’s rale in the Arab World, 
perspective of a German -Arab 
cultural cooperation, Arab- 
German cultural communication 
, and cooperation, -the role of un- 
ited Germany and its contribu- 
tion to the new world order, the 
effects of a unified Germany and 
its role in the Arab World and a 
future outlook on Arab-German 
' cooperation. 



Modar Badran 

Premier 

visits 

JUST 

IRBU) (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran Tuesday paid a 
visit to the Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) 
and was briefed on its program- 
mes and future plans. 

Mr. Badran toured a number 
of departments, and inspectcdjn- 
staDathns' and other projects in 
the campus. 

At a meeting with die Council 
of Deans, the prime minister 
urged the university councfl to set 
up a training hospital for the 
doctors graduating from the uni- 
versity’s Faculty of Medicine and 
offer services to the local com- 
munity. 

The prime minister, who was 
accompanied on the visit try a 
number of government officials, 
was told by university President 
Kamel Ajlouni that there were 63 
? foreign professors and teachers, 
among the 318 staff, and that the 
university was turning out post- 
graduate students and was plan- 
ning to expand. 

JUST w31 this Sunday graduate 
its third batch of students, 
numbering 490, including 28 post 
graduates. 

Following the tour and the 
meeting with the staff, the prime 
minister was decorated with the 
university medal. 

„ Meeting 
tackles 
Mashreq 
project 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
meeting of the Steering Commit- 
tee of the five year Mashreq 
(Orient) project started Tuesday 
at the Amman-based Regional 
Office of the International Centre 
for Agricultural Research in Dry 
Areas (ICARDA). 

Participants win discuss the 
project’s achievements during its 
first year, its plan of action, the 
, annual report and the prepara- 
? don of its budget for next year. 

The Mashreq project is a re- 
gional project focussing on trans- 
ferring available technology to 
farmers in Syria, Jordan and Iraq, 
with the aim of increasing the 
production of barley and fodder 
for livestock in the critical rainfall 
zones in the three connotes. 

The five year project is fi- 
nanced by the United Nation 

Development Programme 

(UNDP) and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop- 
ment (AFESD). 

The three-day meeting jwu dis- 
cuss the results that • were 
achieved, the workplans and the 
training and educational plan 
which is a major focus of me 
projects. 


Minister of Planning Khaled Amin Abdullah (third 
right) and UNDP president representative in Jor- 
dan AD Atiqa (second left) Tuesday sign agreement 


oa developing training centre In Hasbemi A1 She- 
mall (Petra photo) 


U.N. agency Kelps build 
development training centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) is contribut- 
ing $408,525 towards the comple- 
tion of a development training 
centre in A1 Hashemi A) Shamali 
district, in eastern Amman, in 
accordance with an agreement 
signed in Amman Tuesday. 

The project is being im- 
plemented by the Queen Alia 
Soda! Welfare Fund (QAF), with 
loans and contributions from a 
number of Arab and foreign 
sources, and the UNFPA grant 
will only help cover the cost of 
salaries for experts, from Jordan 
and aboard, who will be giving 
training at the centre, and part of 
the equipment needed for the 
project, according to a QAF offi- 
cial. 

He told the Jordan Times that 
the project entailed setting up 
premises, of nearly 7,200 square 
metres in area, on a 12-dunum 
plot of land owned by QAF that 


wilt serve as a national and re- 
gional training centre. 

Part of the centre will serve as a 
training section for Jordanians 
and other personnel from ihe 
Arab World in skills pertaining to 
pre-school education, community 
development and Income gener- 
ating projects, the official said. 

The second pan is intended as 
a pilot community project, which, 
although will serve the local com- 
munity, mil also be used as a 
workshop for the experts and the 
trainees, with the Hashemi Sha- 
mali district serving as a case 
study for the project. 

The project is already under 
construction, but more funds are 
required, and the overall cost can 
not be assessed at the moment, 
said the official. 

The project, to be known as 
the Zein Al Sharaf Development 
Centre, entails setting up special 
sections for computers and for 
equipment used in training per- 


sonnel to be later involved in 
community development projects 
in Jordan. 

Established in 1985, OAF aims 
at promoting, consolidating and 
organising national capabilities 
and resources in support of social 
development and a higher quality 
of life (or the Jordanian people. 

QAF has already set up various 
community centres and social de- 
velopment units around the coun- 
try, largely benefiting rural 
population settlements. 

Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basina is chairperson of Board of 
Trustees. 

QAF raises funds through 
donations, gifts and loans. Sign- 
ing the agreement for Jordan, 
Tuesday, was Minister of Plan- 
ning Khaled Amin Abdullah, and 
for the UNFPA, United Nations 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) resident representative 
in Jordan. 


Investor: No services sector without 
a strong money exchange system 


By Serene Hahtsa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Following the re- 
cent crisis, many experts seem 
to believe that Jordan win wit- 
ness an economic boom as 
more investors are repatriating 
their funds to invest them in 
the Jordanian market. This 
optimism, however, is not 
shared by some, who believe 
that Jordan’s economic system 
is still hampered by bureaucra- 
cy and certain laws that contra- 
dict, by their nature, the free 
market economy. 

Ghazi Saudi, an investment 
consultant and money changer, 
said he believed that money 
changers were a vital part of 
the economy and should be 
given the right to reoperate in 
the Kingdom. “Without a 
strong money exchange system 
in the Kingdom, we cannot 
establish a reliable and well 
developed services sector,” 
Mr. Saudi told the Jordan 
limes. 

In 1988, following the sharp 
decline in the value of the 
Jordanian dinar, there was a 
wide crackdown on money ex- 
changers, under the govern- 
ment of Mr. Zeid Rifai. 
According to the government, 
money exchangers were ac- 
cused of bringing the value of 
tiie dinar down. Thus martial 


law was implemented, and all 
money exchange offices were 
dosed down. 

According to Mr. Saudi, the 
money exchangers were used 
as a “scapegoat” by the gov- 
ernment who was not, to start 
with, “honest” with tire people 
concerning the true value of 
the dinar. He said fear Jor- 
dan’s economy was in bad 
shape due to a rise in foreign 
debt and lack of foreign ex- 
change to cover increasing im- 
ports. 

These reasons, combined 
with other problems, promp- 
ted the government to start 
negotiations with the- World 
Bank, in 1986, to plan for new 
measures to combat the de- 
teriorating economy. “One of 
the World Bank’s conditions 
was to devalue the Jordanian 
dinar in order to weaken the 
purchasing power and, as a 
result, lower the living stan- 
dards by cutting down on im- 
ports,” Mr. Saudi said. 

“Now the situation is diffe- 
rent. The Jordanian market 
has proved to be stable, and 
investors are encouraged to 
invest in this country,” he said. 

A new draft law concerning 
the reoperation of money ex- 
changers is scheduled to be 
discussed m the Lower House 
of Parliament before the end of 
tire year. “The draft -law envis- 


ages tough terms on money 
.exchangers which are bound to 
restrict their operations,” Mr. 
Saudi said. “In addition, banks 
do not wish to see money 
exchangers operating again, so 
that they can maitain the pre- 
sent monopoly on the money 
market,” Mr. Saudi added. 

The crackdown on money 
exchangers has also given rise 
to an emerging black market in 
Jordan. Mr. Saudi, who in- 
sisted on calling it the "unoffi- 
cial market” said that this kind 
of operation was run by “ven- 
dors and unprofessional peo- 
ple” and called for estab- 
lishing a “good money ex- 
change system,” to avoid deal- 
ing with such operations. 

According to Mr. Saudi, in 
1980, close to 70 per cent of the 
total money exchange opera- 
tions in Jordan were held with 
outside markets, especially 
neighbouring Arab markets 
that bad no money exchange 
operations, tike Iraq, Syria and 
Egypt. Now, be added, the 
situation is different with the 
reopening of the Lebanese 
market and the trend in Syria 
and Iraq that aims at opening 
money exchange banks. 

“We can still compete with 
the new emerging system if we 
establish a strong and official 
money exchange system here 
in Jordan,” Mr. Saudi said. 


21 factories closed down for 
polluting Zarqa River basin 


By Khalil Abdul Salam 
Spcda! to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In keeping with its 
warnings to factories violating 
health safety regulations, the gov- 
ernment Tuesday announced the 
closure of 21 factories in the 
Zarqa Goveraoratc and said they 
were found to have violated 
health safety regulations, causing 
damage to public health and the 
environment. 

The closure came only four 
days after the start of a campaign, 
by the Zarqa Public Health Com- 
mittee, to discover factories and 
companies which violate rules 
and regulations concerning public 
health. 

A committee spokesman said 
Monday that a cerium percentage 
of water flowing out from factor- 
ies and companies located within 
the Zarqa River basin and into 
the Zarqa River that feeds the 
King Talal Dam, contained 
bacterial and chemical pollutants. 

He said that many of the 36 
factories and companies located 


within the basin did not comply 
with the regulations and ignored 
directives by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran to instal equip- 
ment for the treatment of waste 
water. 

The order for the closure was 
issued by Minisrer of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the En- 
vironment and Acting Health 
Minister Mohammad Addoub Al 
Zaben. 

Following are the companies 
and factories ordered dosed: the 
Insustrial. Commercial, and 
Agricultural Company, the Un- 
ited Factories Company in Zarqa. 
the Blankets Company, the Jor- 
dan Yeast Company, the Jordan 
Pulverisation and Intermediate 
Petro-Chemicals Industries, the 
Jordan Paper and Cardboard 
Factories Company, the Jordan 
Industrial and Match Company, 
the Al Hussein Iron and Steel 
Factories, the Jordan Chemical 
Industries Company, the Arab 
Food Company, the Paints Fac- 
tory. the Intermediate Petro- 
Chemicals Industries Company. 


the Jordan Sulphochemicals 
Company, tire Arab Iron and 
Steel Industries Company, the 
Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 
Company, the Duleil Poultry 
Marketing Company, the Fine 
Hygienic Paper Company, the 
Duleil Daily Products Factory. 
Zeidan ice Cream Factory, the 
Jordan Tanning Company ,and Al 
Niser Distilleries Factory. 

The government had earlier 
given one month to these com- 
panies to install proper equip- 
ment for the treatment of waste 
water so as to reduce the con- 
tamination in the river water 
flowing towards the King Talal 
Dam which eventually reaches 
the farmlands of the Jordan Val- 
ley region. 

Prime Minister Mudar Badran 
had warned that violators of the 
law and health safety regulations 
risk having their factories dosed 
down. 

In the meantime, the commit- 
tee was reported pursuing its 
campaigns to ensure that factor- 
ies abide by the regulations. Die 


committee Chairman Ghaleb 
Izmiqua said samples of waste 
water flowing out of the factories 
were being tested constantly and 
the committee submits regular 
reports about its findings. 

Commenting on the closure 
order. Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Saad Hayel Serour said 
that a general survey was con- 
ducted by the committee, which 
comprises representatives of the 
minis tries of water and irrigation, 
agriculture, industry and trade 
and other organisations, to moni- 
tor the water in the river. 

The order for the closure was 
taken after the government had 
received a detailed report about 
the situation. The owners of 
closed factories bad earlier been 
warned that they risk facing such 
situation unless they installed 
safety equipment. Mr. Serour 
added. 

The contaminated water of the 
King Talal Dam was alleged to be 
responsible for the severe 
damages to the Jordan Valley 
crops in the past winter season. 


Jordan-Gulf 
Bank staff 
protest 
management 
treatment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Staff of the 
Jordan and Gulf Bank Tuesday 
voiced concern about their fu- 
ture, noting that they have no job 
security and are threatened with 
dimissal from their jobs at any 
time. 

At a meeting attended by staff 
from all branches of the bunk and 
the Administrative Committee of 
the General Federation of Work- 
ers in Banks, insurance com- 
panies and accounting offices, the 
Jordan-Gulf Bank employees 
said they were being subjected to 
harassment and persecution in 
what it seemed to be a premedi- 
tated attempt to force them quit 
their jobs. 

They called on the federation's 
Administrative Committee to do 
all it can to put an end to the 
arbitrary dismissals and deman- 
ded that the same working condi- 
tions as in other banks through- 
out Jordan be applied to them. 

The meeting resulted in the 
formation of a follow up commit- 
tee which was suggested by the 
bank staff. 

The committee will follow up 
on any ferther developments of the 
staff situation and will keep the 
federation’s Administrative Com- 
mittee informed of any such de- 
velopments. ^ 

The federation's President 
Haidar Rashid said that the fed- 
eration would tackle the issue 
with the parties concerned. He 
said that their situations should 
be no exception from other em- 
ployees working in other banks. 

He added that the federation's 
Administrative Committee would 
take the necessary measures to 
safeguard the rights of the bank 
staff, including their right to re- 
tain their positions in a natural 
working atmosphere. 

The bank employees circulated 
a statement describing their prob- 
lems and calling on the federation 
to intervene with a view to ensure 
an end to their persecutions. 


Symposium reviews 
recommendations of 
Damascus training 
programme 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a four-day symposium for 
vocational training centres train- 
ers and supervisors, held at the 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion’s Trainers Training Centre 
between June, 1-4, Tuesday stres- 
sed tire need for implementing 
the recommendations of a train- 
ing prog ramme on documenta- 
tion and information held in 
Damascus In November 1990. 

The recommendations called 
for setting np a regional docu- 
mentation and information net- 
work on vocational education and 
training, and for e s tabl ishing a 
regional documentation and in- 
formation unit on vocational 
training. 

The recommendations also cal- 
led for exchange of documents 
and information among Arab 
countries, throng a central unit 
to be set op in the project premises. 

Aslo included in the recom- 


mendations was a call for provid- 
ing training opportunities for 
worker s in Hnuma niation and in- 
formation and enhancing the link 
between practical training and 
production. 

Hie Damascus training prog- 
ramme also recommended that a 
glossary of vocational training 
terms be compiled in Arabic and 
that standard Arabic synonyms 
for English terms be compiled. 

The recommendations also 
stressed the need for encouraging 
and promoting rural income- 
generating projects. 

The symposium is organised by 
the Amman-based Regional Pro- 
ject for Skills Development in the 
Arab World. The project is 
fended by the United Nations 
Development Fond (UNDP) 
while the technical assistance is 
provided by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO). 


Discussions to tackle 
environmental issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Society for the Control of 
Envrronniner Pollution organises 
in cooperation with the Friedrich 
Naomann Foundation of Ger- 
many a -symposium, on the occa- 
sion of the International Environ- 
ment Day, on June 5, 1991. the 
activity comes under the National 
Environmental Information and 
Education Programme. 

The symposium will concen- 
trate on “Climate Change." 
Speakers will tackle the global 
state of environment in addition 
to the global climate change. 

The symposium will take place 
at the Royal Cultural Centre, a 
society statement said Tuesday. 

As the world is loading the 
environment with various kinds 
of pollutants and exhausting its 
resources, climate change gra- 
dually starts to appear. The in- 
crease of carbon dioxide concen- 
tration and other pollutants have 
led to the “greenhouse” phe- 
nomenon. Heat that reaches 
earth from the ■ sun is mostly 
absorbed by pollutants and kept 
near the earth. It is estimated that 


at the end of this century the 
earth crust temperature will rise 
within a range of 2-3 degrees 
centigrade. The result would be 
melting of ice accumulated at the 
two poles leading to sea level 
rises and the flooding of so many 
coastal areas and fertile agricultu- 
ral lands. 

Pollutants as well have caused 
the depletion of ozone layer. This 
layer acts as a barrier to prevent 
the intrusion of sun ultraviolet 
light which will lead to the in- 
crease in the prevalence rate of 
skin cancer. 

No doubt, the world has to 
make quick and effective moves 
to reduce the pollutants quanti- 
ties responsible for the crust earth 
temperature elevation. This 
move will require each country to 
make certain commitments that 
cope with its resources 1 and de- 
velopment plans. The seriousness 
of this issue requires combined 
efforts from all countries in the 
process of finding the solutions so 
that we preserve our planet in a 
good, healthy and pollutants free 
shape. 


Project for Dana village 
to boost local tourism 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Tuesday 
revealed details of a development 
project at Dana village, in the 
Tafileb Govemorate of southern 
Jordan, and said that work would 
soon begin on the implementa- 
tion of the integrated project. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs Mohammad Al 
Zaben who said that the project 
was aimed at stimulating tourism 
in the region,” which is a beauti- 
ful area and has the potential of a 
tourist attraction.” 

The Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature (RSCN) has 
set up a wildlife reserve at Dana 
which is a scenically beautiful, 
wooded, mountain eo us section of 
the Rift Valley. 

The wildlife reserve covers 100 
square kilometres in area and is 
one of the few areas where viable 
population of larger mammals 
may survive, according to RSCN. 
It said that fee mountain gazelle. 


ibex and striped hyaena were 
among the species present in 
Dana reserve. 

In revealing the ministry's 
plan. Dr. Zaben said that the 
project would be financed by a 
number of local organisations and 
international voluntary groups 
concerned about the conservation 
of nature. 

In order to help Dana attract 
tourists, fee minister said that fee 
project entailed setting up a tour- 
ist camp together wife public 
utilities opening roads and pro- 
viding horses for the tourists and 
residential quarters for fee artists 
to be involved in activities feat 
would boost the economic and 
social life of the area. 

Dr. Zaben, who was speaking 
at a meeting wife ministry offi- 
cials gathered to debate the 
finishing touches of fee project, 
said feat die site would be sup- 
plied wife basic services like wa- 
ter and electricity, and fee local 
residents would acquire special 
training in handicrafts. Lands 


around Dana village, he said, will 
also be developed in an exem- 
plary manner and fee residents 
and farmers will be encouraged to 
breed bees and keep cattle and 
sheep. 

As fee meeting, a decision was 
taken for the RSCN to draw up 
fee main plans for fee project, 
while the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) will under- 
take fee task of setting up coop- 
eratives and fee Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF) mil conduct 
survey wife fee purpose of defin- 
ing the role it can play in the area. 

The minister said that a joint 
team from fee ministries of agri- 
culture, water and irrigation pub- 
lic works and housing will, on 
June 12, pay a visit to the project 
site and submit a final report on 
fee requirements needed to be 
studied in the coming month. 

Representative of a number of 
concerned ministries and factor- 
ies, like fee cement factory and 
fee RSCN, were present ’at the 
meeting. 


Jordan, Turkey review tourism 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Turkey Tuesday started 
meetings paving fee ground for 
an executive protocol to imple- 
ment agreements signed be- 
tween them in 1966 and 1989, 
aimed at boosting cooperation 
in tourism. 

The talks are conducted 
through a joint Jordanian- 
Turkish tourism committee 
chaired by Nasri Atallab, 
Ministry of Tourism's secretary 
general, and Director of tour- 
ism in Turkey Necdet SOnmez. 

The two officials said at their 
initial meeting that Jordan and 
Turkey both sustained severe 
losses to their tourism industry 
resulting from fee Gulf crisis, 
and that they would try to help 
revive this industry through 
mutual agreements. 

Mr. Atai/ah told fee meet- 
ing, which is expected to last 
four days, feat Jordan had 


sustained nearly $250 million 
in lost tourism during the crisis 
last year, and that the King- 
dom was expected to sustain 
nearly $450 million in lost tour- 
ism during 1991. 

In outlining the Kingdom’s 
plans to stimulate the tourism 
industry, Mr. Atallah said that 
Jordan's revenues stood at 
nearly $500 million in 1989, 
accounting for nearly nine per 
cent of fee country’s gross 
national product (GNP). 

He said that Jordan’s tour- 
ism industry could be de- 
veloped easily in view of its 
promixity to Europe and its 
close ties and cooperation with 
Turkey in fee fields of market- 
ing tourist attractions and con- 
ducting joint campaigns with 
Turkey abroad especially in 
Japan and Europe. 

In reviewing Turkey’s tour- 
ism situation, Mr. S6nmez said 


that income from tourism nor- 
mally accounts for nearly one 
quarter of the country’s re- 
venues from foreign trade. But 
he noted that the Gulf crisis 
dealt a severe blow to the 
tourism industry, prompting 
fee government to give soft 
loans to tourist organisations 
to boost their operations. 

Ministry officials said that 
Jordan and Turkey would 
agree on restoring fee old Isla- 
mic castles in Turkey and Jor- 
dan, repair resthomes along 
fee Hijaz railway, which links 
Syria wife Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia, conduct joint training 
programmes for personnel 
from both sides and carry out 
campaigns to market tourism 
in Jordan and Turkey. 

Also on fee agenda are such 

questions as cooperation in 
land and air transport. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Furnished Luxury Villa for sale 

A luxury villa for sale, “the residence of the former general manager of Petra 

Bank," located in northern Abdoun area, Orthodox Club street, luxuriously 

furnished. Sale can be with or without the furniture according to the following 

conditions and procedures: 

1- People who are interested in buying have to submit their bids after 
examining the villa in a sealed envelope in hand or directed by registered 
mail to: Mr. Secretary of the Liquidation Committee in Petra Bank (under 
liquidation) at the building of the General Management/Wadi Saqra 
Street/P.O.Box 6854 Amman, and write on the envelope the statement 
“Villa Buying Bid". 

2. The bid should be accompanied by a certified check or a bank 
guarantee to the favour of Petra Bank, in an amount equal to % 10 of the 
bid's value as a deposit to enter the auction. 

3. The bidder should include his name, address, and phone number clearly 
in his offer, and whether the offer includes the furniture or not. 

4. The latest date for accepting bids after examining the villa will be at 2 
p.m. on Wednesday 19.6.1991. 

5. The bank is not committed to accept any bid, and has the right to cancel 
the auction without notice. 

6. The winning bidder should submit the value of the villa in a period which 
does not exceed one week from the date of decision, otherwise, the 
bidder should bear a fine that equals %1 of the villa's value for each day 
of delay. In the case that he retreats, the deposit, mentioned in paragraph 
2, will be confiscated. 

7. The villa can be examined during office hours after a prior appointment. 

8. For more information you can call Mr. Mousa Balo during office hours on 
the phone number 652709 — Amman. 

Secretary of the Liquidation Committee 
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Message is the same 


SOME purposely read too much into His Majesty King 
Hasson’s interview with the French m a g a zine Le 
Point white others also intentionally read too little in 
what he had to say not only about the peace process in 
the Middle East but on other, perhaps even more 
important, issues that disturb the security and stability 
of the area. To pick and choose from the interview and 
reproduce out of context is not exactly good journalism 
or good politics. Of course His Majesty called for the 
dismantling of age-old “taboos and dkhes” and that 
the Arab side should have no reason to fear to talk to 
anybody including Israel. But there is nothing new in 
posture, neither now nor in die past. When the 
Arabs were blessed with an empire unrivalled in 
power, culture and spiritual heights, they had no 
complexes whatsoever about engaging their enemies in 
direct dialogue and negotiations. But today things are 
indeed different. The problem is not whether any Arab 
leader would be witting to have face to face talks with 
Israeli leaders but whether Israeli leaders are willing 
to admit that they are occupiers of a land that is not 
theirs and return it to its rightful owners. 

While U.S. Secretary of State James Baker shuttled 
the Middle East looking for a common ground, and 
white he was trying to negotiate with Arab leaders on 
behalf of Israel which claims it wants peace, Yitzhak 
Shamir has been repeatedly saying that he will not let 
go of one bit of sand from occupied Palestinian land. 
So what is it exactly that Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy is doing by offering invitations to Arab 
leaders to meet face-to-face with Israeli leaders? 

His Majesty did say in the Le Point interview that 
“maybe future face to face contacts wifl dispel many of 
the fears that both sides have of each other at an 
oppropriate time.” That time win come when the hand 
of peace that is extended by the Arabs to Israel is 
reciprocated by Israeli leaders who can give land in 
return for their security and for peace in the region. 
There is no doubt whatsoever that what the King had 
in mind as a vehicle for achieving this is the projected 
peace conference in which it is taken now for granted 
that the two antagonist camps would talk to each other 
directly. Any other way would be playing into the 
hands of the right-wing Likud government in brad, 
which is trying to pacify the U.S. by making noises 
about peace while at the same time preparing the 
ground for further animosity and hatred by being 
intransigent and obstinate. Jordanians and the rest of 
the Arab parties would be more than forthcoming 
should peace talks begin in earnest. Those who 
question Arab intents need only challenge them to the 
negotiating table on the basis of international legitima- 
cy and under the U.N. umbrella. 


AS the world marks the lapse of 24 years of Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan Heights this month, 
the Arabs wonder why only the Palestine question among other 
world problems does not acquire sufficient attention to warrant a 
just and lasting solution, said al Ra’i Arabic daily Tuesday. The 
paper said that those who had hoped that the imposition of the 
world community's will on Iraq by force would pave the way for a 
similar application to the Palestine question, now realise their 
deep blonder and are disappointed to see the United States and its 
Western allies dealing with the Palestine problem with a totally 
different criteria, said the paper. The paper expressed the view 
that what the Western nations are implementing in the Arab 
region is a plan that can only serve their own interests and those of 
their Israeli ally. It asked when will those countries in the East or 
in the West become enthusiastic about a solution for the Middle. 
East crists and the Palestine problem by a degree equal to that 
cha racte rising tbeir enthusiasm over tile Gulf crisis. The paper 
said that the outcome of the Gulf war has encouraged the United 
States and its allies to pursue tbeir hostile stand towards the Arabs 
and to encourage the Israelis to bold on to the occupied 
territories. It said that the United States and its allies continue to 
live in the euphoria of the victory they achieved, and they are far 
from the mere idea of doing justice to the repressed Palestinians 
whose lands have been usurped for 24 years. 


Reports about serious attempts being made to try to end 
diffe r ences among Arab countries and bring about solidarity 
among die Arab people in the wake of the Gulf war coincide with 
continued harassment being practiced against the Jordanian, 
Palestinian and otter Arab national in the Gnlf countries, says a 
columnist in Al Dustoor Arabic daily. Mohammad Kawasb says 
such improper and inhuman treatment of Arab nationals can by 
no means be conducive to improving inter-Arab relations and is 
bound to further deepen the rifts among the Arab countries and 
Arab leaders, with detrimental consequences on the whole Arab 
Nation. The writer says as the Arab countries continue to harbour 
hostile intentions towards one another, the United States and its 
allies maintain a blockade on the Gulf of Aqaba harassing all 
ships beading towards Jordan including those bringing the country 
essential commodities. It seems that the United States policy of 
mamtaimng piracy on the open seas is an established one. and is 
being implemented against Jordan to pressure the country Into 
soccumbhig to the will of the U.S.-Israeti alliance, says the writer. 
Tbe writer is pessimistic about inter-Arab reconciliation as long as 
these hostile actions are continuing unabated, and as long as the 
U.S.-Israeli alliance continues to impose hegemony over the Arab 


Economic Forum 


By Abdalla Md 


happened to economic planning 


ECONOMIC planning was the rising star during most of the 
second half of this century in both the socialist world and the 
Third World alike. Comprehensive development planning in 
parried** - was bred in die laboratory of centrally-planned 
economies, that is socialist ones. As these economies started 
crumbling, such planning has been similarly doomed. 

Economic planning may be comprehensive or otherwise. 
Comprehensive planning means having an economic plan for each 
and every economic sector at the same time. Thus what we have is 
a set of sectoral plans coordinated together to achieve the overall 
goals of the economy regarding economic growth, job creation, 
curbing trade and international payment imbalances etc. Con- 
trasted to comprehensive planning are sectoral planning and 
regional planning which are addressed to a specific sector or 
region. What is supposed to move forward here is not the whole 
economy as is the case with comprehensive planning but one 
sector or region which is expected to be the locomotive that pulls 
the economy forward. Regional planning aims at reducing 
development inequalities which are socially and politically not 
acceptable or otherwise constitute constraints on balanced econo- 
mic development. 

Because comprehensive planning is addressed to the whole 
economy, the respective plan will not succeed unless the whole 
economy moves in harmony and behaves in unison. 

This means that there should be a central command. Hence 
comes the association of this planning with centrally-planned 


economies or with powerful pabiic sectors. Such planning is thus 
uncharacteristic of market economies where tbe movement of the 
economy is the product of countless decisions made by individuate 
and private enterprises. Neither is it familiar or needed in 
advanced economies where the issue at stake is not to .achieve 
development but to improve on the economic progress already at 
hand. Thus it would be totally odd to talk about a five-year 
development plan for tbe United States, Switzerland or Britain. 

When comprehensive development planning was taking its first 
steps towards stardom in the early sixties, Jordan was too qnick to 
adopt this technique. Now that this phenomenon is being 
reversed, Jordan is sinrilaiiy too quick to abandon it. as if we have 
been reacting mechanically to external developments and trends. 
However, giving up comprehensive planning is something and 
abandoning planning altogether is another. It might be right to 
scrap out the former but it is too premature to do the same to the 
latter. 

Planning is a scientific way of streamlining efforts and devising 
means to attain them. If most countries decided that they have no 
more objectives to plan for, this would not be a good reason for os 
to follow suit. Our economy has not been centrally-planned 
enough to justify comprehensive planning at any time. Bat this 
does not mean that regional or sectoral planning is not needed. 
We have major economic issues that warranted and still warrant 
this planning. 

Take the problem of unemployment which has proved itself to 
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be oemtinoous test we should lose.«oday 

Wl fa ite at ^Lpfayment we ^ 

about national economic objectives, then abou t sc^ tfn m out 
and picking a priority objective (that is c ombating anango y- 
ment) and evetrtnally about consistent and cont mngl eflbtts lo 


achieve it. Any student of economic piarunng wmrasuy reOTgrase 

these elements as making up economic 

comprehensive but it is planning and is heeded to. tacfcfe 

outstanding economic problems. , - , 

With partial planning, a country can plan developing a 
single sector (agriculture), a region (the south), 8 
(textile industries or wheat production), a- s mgte ^c ftyrtvjfeii 
development or agricultural marketing), a spedpc problem 
(unemployment or inflation), a single area (Aqabq.Pjar t) qr a ry 
ertfaertesue (pollution). Jordan needs planning: the demise of 
comprehensive planning adds to the need for other -fonns of 
p lannin g rather than abolishes it. 


By Martin Walker 


IL8. Democrats in disarray 


WITH the 1992 presidential elec- 
tion campaign still 18 months 
away, George Bush ought to be 
in trouble. He could be seeking a 
second term while Saddam Hus- 
sein remains in Baghdad, U.S. 
troops are still defending Kurdish 
refugees in Northern Iraq, the 
economy is stuck in recession. 
Dan Quayle is still the vice-pres- 
idential candidate, and the doc- 
tors hover around Mr. Bush's 
plane. 

These ought to be hopeful, 
exciting times to be a Democrat. 
Instead, the party is engaged in 
its customary civil war. Cleveland 
has just hosted the first national 
convention of the Democrat 
Leadership Council, a group 
which believes that to win power 
the party must recover the central 
mam-stream of American politics. 
Most of the party’s putative presiden- 
tial candidates attended. But some 
were pointedly not invited, inejnding 
the presidential candidate in 1972, 
and a leading vote winner 
in 1988. "We are trying to change 
the party, and (Jesse) Jackson 
and (George) McGovern repre- 
sent the ideological approach to 
government we are trying to 
change,” explained DLC Presi- 
dent Al From. "The DLC repre- 
sents part of tbe timidity and 
excessive caution that has kept 
the Democrats from defining an 
alternative to the Republican 
approach,” countered George 
McGovern. The Rev Jesse Jack- 
son took one look at the con- 
servatives who formed the DLC 
and dubbed them "the Southern 
white boys’ caucus." 

The DLC meeting was spon- 
sored (red funded) by ATT, RJR 
Nabisco, Philip Morris, and other 
corporate giants whose interests 
might not seem immediately com- 
patible with the traditional 
Democrat constituency. Like the 
rest of the party’s liberal wing, 
McGovern preferred a rival con- 
ference in Iowa, of the Coalition 
for Democratic Valaes. 

“We do not need two Republi- 
can parties," says the CDV direc- 
tor Heather Booth, explaining 
her faction's determination to 
keep the party loyal to the timid 
foreign policies and lavish welfare 
budgets which the DLC says have 
kept it out of tbe White House for 
a generation. But we do seem to 
be getting two Democratic Par- 
ties. Mr. Ron Brown, the engag- 
ing black lawyer, who is supposed 
to be tbe chairman of tbe real 
Democrat Party, went to Cleve- 
land to warn against the danger of 
a split in the ranks. 

Once again, the party appears 
to be confronting a new presiden- 
tial election season with a death 
wish. Tbe Democrats are Amer- 
ica’s natural party of government. 
Their majority in the House of 
Representatives has been un- 
shaken since tbe fifties. Their grip 
on tiie Senate relaxed briefly with 
the Reaganite tide, and has now 
been firmly recovered. Bui hav- 
ing won seven out of the first nine 
presidential races after the New 
Deal coalition in 1932, the Demo- 
crats have suffered White House 
exile for all but four of tbe last 23 
years. Registered Democrats 
used to outnumber Republicans 
two-to-one. The ratio is now 
dose to even, with tbe Republi- 
cans leading among younger vo- 
ters. 

There are two reasons for this, 
and the first is brutally simple — 
civil rights. Franklin Roosevelt’s 
Grand Coalition which kept the 
Democrats in power brought 
together tbe block votes of the 
white South, the mass working- 
class votes of organised labour, 
and the liberal intelligentsia. In 
the sixties, the civil rights move- 
ment mid the rebellion of Alaba- 
ma’s Governor George Wallace 
helped detach the white Sooth, 
which Nixon’s Republicans re- 
cruited. And then the Demo- 
crats’s turn against the Vietnam 



War alienated support among the 
fast-dwindling but still patriotic 
working-class. 

The power of tbe white voting 
block in the South was plain in 
1976: the Democrats won with 
Jimmy Carter, a Southern white 
from Georgia who brought the 
good ol* boys back into the fold. 
It was the only time the Demo- 
crat candidate has taken a major- 
ity of the white vote since 1964, 
when that other white Southerner 
Lyndn Johnson got to the White 
House on a landslide. 


Racial sensibilities apart, there 
is a fine radical tradition in the 
white South. Until the boom after 
the 1960s, the South bad been 
dirtpoor since the Civil War, fer- 
tile ground for populism. Huey 
Long. Lyndon Johnson, and Jim- 
my Carter all came from this 
poor, white, and progressive 
tradition. Its latest exemplar is 
Tim Hightower, the Texas Com- 
missioner for Agriculture, one of 
the genuinely popular American 
leftists. Hightower says he knows 
how the Democrats can win tbeir 
way back to the White House: 
"Be an unabashed, unapologetic, 
ungentrified. old-time working 
peoples' Democrat, challenging 
tiie Powers That Be on behalf of 
the Powers That Ought To Be. 
As my Aunt Eula put it ‘The 
water won’t ever dear up till you 
get the bogs out of the creek.’ 
The bogs have been in the creek 
for more than a decade now, 
taking too much for themselves 
and fouling the economic and 
environmental waters for the 
great majority of Americans.” 

Stirring stuff, and folksy too, 
but hog and creek metaphors 
don’t carry too much weight with 
an electorate tuned in to CNN 
and the sou-slop rock videos of 
MTV. Tbe Old Guard of the Demo- 
crat Patty of the industrial North had 
the same problem in 1984, when 
organised labour ran a clas- 
sic Roosevelt-style campaign for 
Walter Mondale. In spite of the 
recession his policies had un- 
leashed, Reagan swamped him, 
winning 49 of the 50 states. 

The Democrats have yet to put 
together a new coalition capable 
of winning the White House. 
They are still unable to define 
with any political coherence the 
America that lies out there, ready 
to vote. (Less and less ready — in 
1988, barely half of the U.S. 
electorate bothered to vote). The 
Democrats also have yet to define 
the kind of America they want to 
build, and appear to have lost 
that vision of a better, different 
nation which underpinned 
Roosevelt's and Kennedy's 
appeal. Reagan gave the Repub- 
licans a potent message of strong 
defences, no new taxes, tradition- 
al values and Americans standing 
tall: Bush's 1988 campaign ex- 
ploited these with chillingly cal- 


lous skill. 

The second reason for tbe 
Democratic inability to win the 
White House is the party's genius 
for keeping control of Congress. 
In a bizarre way, the American 
government is now working just 
as the Founding Fathers intended 
in their doctrine of a separation 
of powers. The idea was that state 
power should be shared bewieen 
a fairly powerful executive in the 
presidency which devised poli- 
cies, a very powerful legislature 
in the Congress which kept con- 
trol of the purse strings, and an 
independent judiciary to hold the 
ring. 

For nine years, there has been 
constant tension between a Re- 
publican president seeking to cut 
taxes while keeping defence 
spending high, while the Demo- 
crat-controlled Congress was 
happy enough to cut taxes, but 
was even more determined to 
continue funding the social wel- 
fare, pension, and Medicare 
programmes. They comprom- 
ised by spending tbe money, 
lowering taxes. The U.S. went 
from being the world’s leading 
creditor to its leading debtor. 

Meanwhile, tbe finances of the 
congressional wing of tbe Demo- 
crat Party boomed. The steady 
decline of the trade unions 
eroded one of tbeir traditional 
sources, but they brilliantly ex- 
ploited a new one, and sold their 
soul to the PAC-men in tbe pro- 
cess. PAC stands for Political 
Action Committees, which were 
meant to reform campaign fund- 
ing and stop rich men and com- 
panies blatantly dominating poli- 
tics. Tbe idea was to limit indi- 
vidual donations and channel 
funding through broad-based 
PACs. 


Robert Torricelli, a Democrat 
who used to work in Jimmy Car- 
ter’s White House. Torricelli 
learned there that Democrat con- 
gressmen are actually happier 
with a Republican president, be- 
cause power then shifts to the 
congressional committees. 

A Harris poll that came out the 
other day underscored the politic- 
al schizophrenia that has Amer- 
icans preferring a Republican 
president and a Democrat Con- 
gress. Bush was given a comman- 
ding lead of 62 against 33 for tiie 
likeliest Democrat contender. 
Senator Albert Gore. But when it 
came to voting for congressman, 
the Democrats had a clear lead 
of 51 to 42. So there is a smugly 
powerful section of the party 
which is not too much bothered 
about leading the country, as long 
as they can run tbe Congress. 
This disease seems even to be 
infecting viable candidates for tbe 
presidency, like Dick Gephardt, 
who made a strong ran in 1988, 
but has now promised his fellow- 
congressmen that be will remain 
the Democrat IcadeT in the 
House. 


pushed the new Clean Air bill 
into law. IBs next mission is 
national health care reform. 

And other Senate Democrats 
are at least putting together tiie 
building blocks of a new agenda. 
Albeit Gore of Tennessee and 
Timothy Wirth of Colorado are 
staking out tiie potential Green 
constituency. And Senator Gore 
unveiled a thoughtful plan to 
increase taxes on six million rich 
Americans with incomes over 
$135,000 (approx. £80,000) a 
year, and use the resulting $20 
billion to lower taxes for working 
families with children. 

(Even though be has yet to 
announce, tiie smart money is 
swinging towards Gore as the 
Democrat candidate next year, 
partly because he broke ranks to 
vote with President Bush on tbe 


Gulf. war. But this stand, while 
improving his .dunces' with, the 
national electorate, could hamper 
him with the party faithful in tiie 
primaries..'.:''. ' 

There is another Democratic 
Party outride Waritfogton, where 
the party still holds the bulk of 
tbe statebouses.- Jimmy Carter 
and Mkbeal Dukakis were gov- 
ernors who weut forth to contend 
for the White House.. Now the 
brooding intellectual Mario 
Cuomo of New York and Virgi- 
nia’s black centrist Douglas Wil- 
der are on alfthe pundits’ lists for 
next year’s race. 

The new arrangement for the 
primaries next year, which dus- 
ters the bulk of them into region- 
al super-primaries in the first ten 
days of March, has combined 
with Bush’s Gulf war popularity 
to change the traditional calender 
which would have the race well 
under way. 

But whoever the candidate, the 
various factious of tiie Democra- 
tic Party look in poor shape for 
tbe challenge. The Democrats no 
longer seem sure what they are 
for. They afl agree that they are 
-against the Budget deficit, against 
tbe Savings A Loan crisis, against 
crime and drugs and ~ racism, 
against Cold ’War defence 
budgets, against welfare cuts and 
most of them are against new 
taxes. But most Republicans 
would say die same. 

The issue are there: the grim 
state of tbe schools and inner 
cities; tiie collapsing roads and 
bridges; over a million people in 
America’s prisons; over 30 mil- 
lion Americans without any 
health insurance; the vast harden 
of government debt which mil 
next year cost more to service 
than tbe Pentagon; tbe stubborn 
recession. These ay out for a 
coherent Democratic agenda, for 
a candidate bold enough to state 
it and angry enough to care — 
The Guardian. 


LETTERS 


Segregation not the solution 


To the Editor 


But money has a way of talk- 
ing. In tiie 1990 congressional 
elections, the PACs raised $375 
million. Trade unions did well. 
The Teamsters’ PACs raised 
$10.5 million, and the public em- 
ployees $3.9 million. Any pros- 
pect of a national health insur- 
ance system mil have to contend 
with tbe $5.7 million raised by the 
American Medical Association; 
law reform strives in vain against 
tbe $3.9 million raised by tbe 
Trial Lawyers' Association. 

Money talks to power. Almost 
four-fifths of the PAC money 
went to incumbent congressmen. 
The Democrats received 66 per 
cent of this, and used the PAC 
system to lock themselves into 
power. In tbe last full-scale elec- 
tions in 1988, Americans voted 
back in 402 of tbe 408 congress- 
men seeking re-election, which is 
a better survival rate everi than 
the old Soviet Politburo. 

"Democrats are gradually 
accepting the idea that Congress 
is ours and the White House is 
theirs,” says Congressman 


With what agenda are the 
Democrats leading the Congress? 
A strong party leadership in the 
House and Senate would have tbe 
platform and tbe power to forge 
an alternative Democrat prog- 
ramme. The party currently 
labours under tiie leadership of 
Speaker Tom Foley, who looks 
magnificent, with a craggiiy noble 
face. But Foley has a dismal 
record of blocking gun control 
and campaign finance reform and 
talking grandly of “biparti- 
sanship” with the White House 
— in practice collaboration with 
Republican priorities. 

Foley’s latest performance re- 
vealed the way P AC-thin k is 
eroding the party’s heart. He was 
answering those Democratic con- 
sultants who demand a firmer 
image for tbe party and criticised 
Foley’s failure to hold the party 
together in the war powers man- 
date. Quoting the great labour 
leader John L. Lewis, Foley pro- 
nounced: "It 31 behooves one 
who has supped at labour's table 
and who has been sheltered in 
labour’s house to curse with equal 
fervour and fine impartiality both 
labour and its adversaries when 
they become locked in a deadly 
embrace.” What be meant was 
keep quiet, and keep sending the 
PAC cheques. 

Tbe Democrats in the Senate 
are in rather better shape, thanks 
to their leader, George Mitchell 
of Maine. His low-key image 
conceals a thoughtful man of fine 
liberal instincts and relentless 
political skills. He killed off 
Bush's attempt last year to re- 
ward the rich with cut capital 
gains taxes after Foley’s House 
Democrats had caved in, and 


I HAVE been reading recently about "segregating” all co- 
educational schools. For a while I could not see what the problem 
with co-education was. Then it dawned on me! We have got rid of 
all our education problems. We found a solution. to the lade of 
schools and qualified teachers! We improved all those poorly- 
qualified teacheis! We managed to make our curricula compre- 
hensive and well -suited for foe development of our society, and 
for tbe preparation of suitably qualified members of society! We 
have achieved perfection as we know it in the field of education, 
and having done that we have run out of problems! But being 
humans we need to have something to fill our time with and to 
worry about and so we created a problem and r?»n*d it 
coeducation. 

What is the point? fri Islam, as long as one is decently dressed, 
one can mix with members of the opposite sex. What then is the 
point of Islamic dress if there is no mixing? But the point is not 
religious. It is one way of imposing the views of a certain trend 
upon others. It is not for tbe better. It is not relevant to the real 
problems of education and it is not practical. 

Co-education is a healthier approach than segregation. Many 

problems of our society between the sexes stem from the fact that 

both sexes do not understand each other because they have no 
contact. Members of both sexes need to get used to one another in 

order to appreciate and respect each other, and to be able to view 

one another as complete humans and not merely as stereotypes' 
drawn by society. 

A simple example is that women are viewed by men only as 
mothers, wives, daughters, sisters, but never as individual beings 
tbe way a man may view his fellow man. And I am sure itfethe 
other way round too. The only difference is that it satisfies tiie 
egos of men to be viewed as protectors and father-figures. Maybe 
teat is one intention of segregation: supress womenand stop than 
&om making any progress outside their homes 
t l 0t . animals hnman beings with brains to think, 
if we may have a more natural man/woman reb- 

tionstap we should actually encourage mixing from a, early age 
(vrtuefa can be done at schools) with dose supervision from 

**’ lftfaer ?i* fearChat tS 

of course will put more weight on the shoulders of parents and 
educators, bat are they not striving to “improve” socfewtbrougb 

K ^ * worth bearing an ex£ wefaht 

Segregation is no answer to any kind of tirobtem 
education is definitely not a problem. P 10 ™*™ and co- 


Sautia Jafad, 







Global warming will have dire effects on Mediterranean coastline 


By Munir Adgham 

TTtc following article was contributed by the National Environ- 
mental Information and Educational Programme of c/>e Jordanian 
/Society for the Control of Environmental Pollution. The author is 
the director of the National Programme. 


GLOBAL change has been the 
theme of many international 
meetings in the last two decades. 
The influence of the human spe- 
cies on environment has become 
so pervasive that the effects must 
now be considered on a global 
scale. The chemistry of the 
atmosphere has been changed, 
and with it the interactions be- 
tween the atmosphere and hyd- 
rosphere, the geosphere and the 
biosphere. The greenhouse gases 
a d d e d to the atmosphere have 
apparently been buffered so far 
by the working of the global 
system as a whole, but they will 
eventually alter global climate, 
causing warming at unpre- 
ced cured rates. 

It is estimated that the predic- 
tion of global warming of 3.5*C + 
or — 2.0 C due to CO 2 doubling, 
would lead to sea level rise of 80 
cm. This prediction is based on 
global warming effects only and 
sea level trends over the few 
thousand years at that location 
should be added to the figures 
above. 

Over the next century major 
physical factors affecting sea level 
due to postulated global increase 
of .atmospheric temperature of 
3.SC are likely to be: 

— Thermal expansion of ocean 
waters could expand the top 100 
metre of tropical water by 10 cm 
and the next 900 metre by at least 
20 cm , and eventually by 50 cm or 
more. Below that level cold 
deep water would continue to 
flow from polar regions, changes 
in the depth of the thermodine 
and hence of the vertical distribu- 
tion of temperature could, 
however, prodace larger changes 
than the ample expansion figures 
given above.' 

— Melting of smaller glaciers 


and ice caps could produce a rise 
of around 20 cm of sea level. 

— Changes of melting and 
accumulating of the ice sheets of 
Greenland and Antarctica will 
tend to counterbalance each 
Other. Due to uncertainty of 
opposing trends, the effect on sea 
level may be negative. 

— Changes of water storage on 
land in lakes, rivers, reservoirs 
and groundwater are very diffi- 
cult to predict and while unlikely 
to exceed 10 cm per century will 
probably be a fraction of this 
value. 

— A catastrophic collapse of 
the west Antarctic ice sheet is not 
imminent, but this is not sup- 
ported by scientific evidence and 
better oceanographic knowledge 
is required before assessing 
whether a global temperature rise 
of 3.5'C could stan such a col- 
lapse by die end of next century. 

— Melting of smaller glaciers 
and ice caps could produce a rise 
of around 20 cm of sea level. 

Sea level rise and the 
Mediterranean 

The coastlines bordering the 
Mediterranean Sea are divided 
between more than IS nations, 
and its coastal literature exists in 
at least a dozen languages. This 
linguistic situation has compli- 
cated the task of presenting an 
overview of the effects of sea 
level rise along the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, an almost landlocked 
sea comparable with the Gulf of 
Mexico, the China Sea, the North 
Sea and the Baltic. 

However, if written informa- 
tion is dispersed, the mapping of 
coastal features has also been 
uneven, this could be due to the 
conflict that existed between 


different states bordering its 
shores and also the interests o( 
super-powers in the region. 

The Mediterranean region has 
always had its good deal of prob- 
lems. most man-made, but some 
could be classified as natural. 

For the purpose of this review, 
predictions of likely rise in sea 
level in the Mediterranean over 
the next fifty yean or so will be 
based on global values. 

The following discussion will 
be based on the author's personal 
observations, opinion, percep- 
tions and knowledge of the areas 
reviewed. 

Two case studies will follow, 
the first will cover the Nile Delta, 
and the second will look at the 
problems associated with' the 
Venice Lagoon and how esti- 
mated global sea level rise might 
confuse the picture further. 

Effects of sea level rise on the 
Nile Delta 

From a geomorphological 
point of view, deltas are some of 
the most rapidly changing areas 
in the world. The land areas are 
built-up by sediments both from 
the river and the sea to an eleva- 
tion slightly above the high tide. 
This natural process, in case ol 
the Nile Delta, has already been 
disrupted by two major human 
activities; the building of the 
Aswan Dam and the reclamation 
of land from the sea alongside the 
Eastern Mediterranean costs in 
the last forty years. Nevertheless, 
a rapid rise in the sea level will 
further upset the natural system. 
Large areas will be inundated, 
including a coastal strip with a 
width of one to 20 lorn or more. 
Even larger areas will be subject 
to flood disasters. 

The Nile Delta is home for 16 
per cent of Egypt’s population, 
about IS million people, it is 
twice as heavily populated as 
Bangladesh. 

Most of Egypt’s fish catch 
come from the lagoons of the Nile 


Delta. As for agriculture, the Nile 
Delta accutuits for more than a 
quarter of the country’s cultivable 
land. With the loss of hundreds of 
hectares of cultivable land due to 
desert incursion during the last 
two decades, more intensive cul- 
tivation is taking place in the Nile 
Delta. 

The loss of good productive 
land to the sea will have an 
adverse effect on many of the 
nations of the area. Egypt is the 
major rice producer among the 
Arab countries and it exports rice 
and many other crops to Jordan, 
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Libya and 
others. So, the loss of land in the 
Nile Delta will reduce the na- 
tion's GNP and put millions of 
Egyptians out of work, adding to 
the 25 per cent unemployment in 
rural areas. 

* Tourism is the second most 
important industry in Egypt. Ale- 
xandria and Port Said have very 
important tourism activity as well 
as being the two major ports on 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

Most of the Nile Delta is only 
50 to 60 cm. above sea level. 
Alexandria and Port Said, in the 
Nile Delta and home to 16 per 
cent of Egypt's population, would 
be swamped by only 60 cm rise in 
sea level. The lagoons of the 
delta, which provide most of 
Egypt's supply of fish, would be 
ruined and one quarter of the 
country's cultivable land could 
become under the waves. 

Effects of sea level rise on the 
Venice Lagoon 

Throughout history attempts to 
protect Venice incursion of the 
sea have modified the environ- 
mental factors that influenced the 
evolution of the lagoon. These 
interventions have changed the 
interactions between the rivers 
and the sea and have led to 
modifications in and around the 
lagoon system. Causing relative 
rise in mean sea level of 10 to 15 
cm. Once more, due to human 


impact on the environment,' 
Venice is under a new threat: sea 
level rise as a result of global 
warning. 

For centuries there have been 
arguments regarding man’s in- 
tervention in the Venice Lagoon. 
Vende depends on a balance 
between interacting factors, not- 
ably the inflow of fresh and salt 
waters, the budget of sedimenta- 
tion, and the influence of 
ecology. 

In the lagoon of Venice, fre- 
quency of flooding (acqua alta). 
has increased dangerously in the 
last few decades. This increase 
has several causes. Some are a 
result of atmospheric conditions, 
others are of mean sea level 
variations and tidal changes. 
With a predicted sea level rise of 
50 to 60 cm during the next 
century, due to global warming, 
the frequency of flooding is likely 
to increase further. 

Since the beginning or records 
in Venice 11871), the total mean 
sea level rise is estimated to be 
about 27 cm. Of the 27 cm. at 
least 14 cm. must be ascribed to 
man-induced sinking of land, 3 to 
7 cm to geological subsidence, 
and only the last 6 to 10 cm are 
probably related to regional eus- 
tasy and to other natural phe- 
nomena. 

In the last three decades, in- 
tervention to depolhue the air 
and water of the lagoon, and help 
nature to take its action in re- 
building the lagoon is believed to 
bring improvements. Since 
pumping of ground water stop- 
ped, the lagoon has uplifted by 
almost 10 cm. 

From the above evaluation of 
sea level rise of the Venice La- 
goon, it seems that a simple 
assessment of the effects of pre- 
dicted sea level rise due to global 
wanning on Venice is not feasi- 
ble. Will improved environmen- 
tal management of the Venice 
Lagoon improve the situation and 
help to save it? 


Urban survival game: A new American sport 


By Louis Mebrfer 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Naji A1 Montas- 
ser crouched low behind an iron 
girder, a pistol at his side; as he 
hid in a warehouse. He carefully 
stepped forward and aimed his 
“splattn aster” pistohuat- the 
pamooflaged man hiding behind 
an overturned table a few feet 
ahead. 

IBs opponent lunged forward 
firing two (prick shots, striking 
the 30-year-old contractor in the 

leg. 

Splat. El Montasser’s out. 

In a city where more than 2,000 
people were slain last year, A1 
Montasser will live to right 
another day. 

IBs shooting was part of a 
simulated war game that is grow- 
ing in the United States as well as 
in the United Kingdom, Austra- 
lia, New Zealand and Canada. 

Organisers estimate that last 
year almost 100,000 Americans 
spent at least $250 million hunt- 
ing each other as part of what is 
often called the national survival 
game. 

The game is played at 400 rural 
fields and several dozen urban 
centres across the United States. 

“It’s exciting, it’s strategy it’s 
fun, it’s dose to the real thing,” 
, said A1 Montasser, who was play- 
' ing the game for the first time. He 
wore a black sweatshirt and dark 


pants — decorated with two 
fluorescent green splotches. 

"You see so much nonsense in 
the streets, in the world. But this 
is fun,” said A 1 Montasser , "You 
hit someone with this,*' he said 
pointing to bis “splatmaster” pis- 
tol, "ana he’s batik, in the game in 
a few minutes.” 

The “splatmaster,” like the 
semiautomatic paintball rifles 
also favoured by the game’s de- 
votees, is powered by a C02 
cartridge and can accurately fire a 
dune-sized water-based paintball 
about 60 metres. 

Some observers take the game 
less Kgbthearte&ly. They say its 
meteoric rise in popularity since 
its inception in June 1981 reflects 
a dangerous and growing sense of 
alienation in society and an in- 
crease in the public’s infatuation 
with the military. 

"A certain form of combat, of 
aggression, has become the new 
badge of the American hero,” 
said Henri Zukier, a professor of 
psychology at the graduate facul- 
ty of die New School for Social 
Research. 

Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
"is a real live hero, Rambo is the 
fantasised image,” he said. “With 
these games one can take part in 
the glory at considerably less risk, 
in a mediated way.” 

Fred Wright, a professor of 
psychology at New York’s John 
Jay College of Crnmhal Justice 


said the game helps vent the 
frustrations of many of its 
players. 

“It’s healthy in that no one is 
injured, but it is dangerously 
close to the real thing,” he said. 
“And there is the danger that 
borderline people who are not 
well integrated into society may 
trip over the fine line between 
fantasy and hurting other 
people." 

Jerry Braun, publisher of 
Paintball Sports and a member of 
the Master Blasters, a prize-win- 
ning Paintball team, dismissed 
the charges. 

“Should we eliminate hide- 
and-seek because it’s a hunt-and- 
chase game?” Braun asked. "It's 
primal. It seems universal.” 

Braun plans to host the 80,000* 
dollar “world cup” of PainrbaJ) 
June 28-30 m Newburgh, New York. 
Dozens of 15-man teams 
from across the United States, 
Canada and Britain are expected 
to compete for the prize money. 

“It’s one of the few ways adults 
can play,” said Braun, a lawyer, 
who opened the survival New 
York playing field north of New 
York City in 1982. “This is one 
game where they can dress up m a 
costume, paint their faces and run 
around in the woods all day and 
get away with it.” 

In New York City, about a 
dozen people gathered late one 
Thursday night to play in the 


warehouse where Ai Montasser 
first spilled paint. 

"I lead a stressful life," said 
Steve Rieber, a electrician who 
fights under tbe name Scorpion. 
"But I come here and fight and 
sweat and I feel better.” 

“For 40 minutes it’s complete 
tension. You don't know what is 
going on if someone is sneaking 
up behind you or what. It's 40 
minutes of adrenaline.” 

There are two types of team 
play. One is total elimination, in 
which each team tries to shoot all 
members of the opposig team. 
Tbe other is capture the flag, 
which is usually played outdoors 
the idea is to capture the other 
team’s flag and bring it to your 


Rieber was wearing a padded 
camouflaged uniform and holding 
a paintball gun styled like an 
assault rifle. He wore goggles and 
a mask to protect his head from a 
direct hit. 

Moments later about half a 
dozen camouflaged warriors 
beaded to the main floor of the 
warehouse which was decorated 
with piles of- tires, overturned 
tables and wooden barriers, all 
covered with splotches of paint 
from errant shots. 

As a judge gave the signal, 
players crept forward biding be- 
hind the barriers. In a few mi- 
nutes of semiautomatic paintball 
fire, the game was over. 


Admission at urban survival is 
$20 and a tube of 10 balls of paint 
costs $1.50. Peter Stirling, the 
co-owner of the Brooklyn field, 
said an average player spends 
between $50 and 100 a day. 

A good semiautomatic rifle 
costs 5200 to 300, but modifica- 
tions can boost the bill consider- 
ably. Norberto Rodriguez's gun 
cost $600 dollars, including such 
modifications as extra paint and 
C02 capacity. 

Rodriguez, 21 , said be doesn't 
care about tbe cost of the game. 

“I love the game, but my mama 
doesn’t like die idea of me car- 
rying a gun in New York City,” 
Rodriguez said as he packed his 
black paintball rifle in a carrying 
case. 

"You know, it’s only a sport, 
but she just doesn’t understand.” 
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The Egyptian harbour of port Said is one of the Mediterranean dries to be affected by the rise of the 
sea water level 
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Your children will love their holi- 
day in Cyprus and gain new en- 
ergy, in a healthy atmosphere. 
Fresh foods, entertainment 
parks, and all kinds of sports 
are there for them, all at low 
costs. Welcome. 

For information, please contact your 

nearest travel agent or write directly to: 

Cyprus Totirten? Organisation 

jg 

l CYPIU’S AlHW.VYN 

Fax: 357 - 2 - 366744 

P.O.BOX: 4535 - TlX: 2165 CYTOUR - CY, 
NICOSIA -CYPRUS 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 

Aft 

Leonardo 
Da Vinci 
Restaurant 
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HAVE FUN IN THE SUM 




VISIT 0U« "SPORTS COWER- F« 
ALL YOUR -EXCLUSIVE' BEACH (EOS. 


KABARIJl BROS. CO. 
HAJfWWT TUHISIAH SWEET 
TE1.S3127SW " FAXs31Z792 
A0 mm - JORDAN 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DCOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES, CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, reservations. 





Thefint&best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

W Circle, Jabal Amman, near 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 
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rent anc 

sale - furnished 
nlshed. 

or unfur- 

• Also many lots o 
available fa sale 

For further detail) 

land are 

s, please 




Real! 
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elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate prices 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

ff Italian shoes, V 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches.pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireel, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

« JUMBO photo 

stixa 30% larger 

• Frme mnlargm- 
flMMtt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh ul: 823891 


Special Executive Luncheons 

lake away service 
available 

Open Oaily 12.3Q-3.30pm 
7.30-T1.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


-.Jei;6595l9::659520 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 



\ AustraLia 
Insurance Services 


A Uruque AuatralianExperience 
InJordan. 


All Types Of Insurance: 


• MOTOR •MEDICAL 

• HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

• HRE •TRAyEL COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCIDENT •EMUNKRWG 


Jabal Amman? First Circle 
TO; 610948 Fax: 612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTl JO. 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE & SUPEE DELUXE 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
& SEMI VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAIfOTEIi 

,|j£<|l|I= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 238B8 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


CROWN 
tNT'L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gascoigne deal to go ahead this week 

ROME (R) — England midfielder Paul Gascoigne's transfer to 
Italian first division soccer dub Lazio will be completed this week, 
Lazio officials said Tuesday. “We’Ll meet his people in Rome 
Friday or Saturday," Lazio's sports director Carlo Regalia said. 
“We just need to work on a few things. Gascoigne is injured, and 
we have to work out the clauses on insurance for example. But the 
agreement will go ahead." Gascoigne, who suffered knee 
ligament damage early in Tottenham Hotspur's 2-1 win over 
Nottingham Forest in the English F.A. cup final May 18, is not 
expected to be match fit until next year. Regalia would not 
comment on speculation that the transfer would be worth a world 
record $14.5 million with a $6.8 million down-payment. 

Marseille seek new coach 

PARIS (R) — French soccer champions Marseille are seeking a 
replacement for coach Raymond Goethals after their defeat on 
penalties by Red Star Belgrade in last week's European Cup final. 
Goethals has been openly criticised by club president Bernard 
Tapie for falling into a tactical trap set by Red Star’s trainer 
Ljupko Petrovic last Wednesday. Petrovic said he asked his 
players to wait for the penalty sboot-our. Tapie said be was 
seeking a coach to help achieve his dream of a first-ever European 
Cup title for France next season. Barcelona's Dutch trainer Johan 
Cruyff has been approached but the former international midfiel- 
der has declined the offer. 

French sweeper Blanc joins Napoli 

NAPLES, Italy (R) — Napoli have signed French international 
sweeper Laurent Blanc Grom first division Montpellier for a six 
billion lire ($5.5 million) transfer fee, sourced at the Italian soccer 
dub said Monday. They said sporting director Giorio Perinetti 
signed the agreement Friday, binding Blanc to play at Napoli for 
two seasons and giving the dub an option on a third at a salary of 
600 million lire ($&5,000) a year. There was no official 
confirmation from Napoli but the sources said announcement of 
the signing was planned for June 7 when new coach Claudio 
Ranieri will also be introduced. 

Sao Paulo reach 2nd consecutive final 

RJO DE JANEIRO (R) — Brazil's former World Cup coach Tele 
Santana took Sao Paulo to the final of the Brazilian championship 
for the second consecutive year Sunday. Sao Paulo readied the 
final despite being held to a 0-0 home draw by Atletico Mineiro in 
their semifinal second leg. The first leg ended in a 1-1 draw but 
Santana's team qualified by having the better overall record in the 
competition. They play Braganting, who beat Fluminense, in the 
final. Santana, Brazilian coach in the 1982 and 1986 World Cups, 
took over at Sao Paulo last October and led them to the final of 
last year’s championship, wheTe they lost to Corinthians. Second 
division Criciuma caused a major surprise by winning the 
Brazilian cup, their first national title. Criduma drew 0-0 home to 
gremio in a tense and violent match to win the two-leg final on 
away goals. Gelson of criduma and Matuidoof Grenio were sent 
off for fighting in the second half. 

Cash makes good start at Beckenham 

BECKENHAM, England (R) — Pat Cash, kicked out of the 
Beckenham Grasscourt Tennis Tournament for turning up late 
last year, arrived on time Monday and comfortably dismissed 
16-vear-old Scot Miles Maclagan in the first round. The Austra- 
lian, using the tournament for practice on grass ahead of 
Wimbledon, which he won four years ago, but Maclagan 6-2, 6-2. 
But there was a shock for British number one Jeremy Bates who 
went down 6-3, 6-4 to unheralded compatriot Jonathan Haycock. 
Serving strongly. Haycock broke Bates once in each set to set up a 
second round match against former world number one Ivan 
Lendl. The 19-year-old was understandably pleased with his 
performance. “It was my best ever win," he said. “Who do I play 
after Lendl? 

Mystiko definite starter at Epsom 

LONDON (R) — Former favourite Mystiko has got over a corn 
injury and will definitely run in Wednesday’s Epsom Derby Horse 
race, his trainer Clive Brittain said Tuesday. Brittain said his colt, 
bidding to complete the 2,000 Guineas-Derby Double, had 
worked extremely well in an early morning gallor. “At the 
moment he is 100 per cent sure to run. he had a five furlong 
(one-kin) pipe-opener this morning, and I am extremely happy,” 
the trainer said, “It is a sunny morning, and I am feeling really 
sunny too." Britain said Monday that the then S-) favourite had 
only a 50-50 chance of strafing in England’s premier classic 
because of a com on his foot discovered at the weekend. The com 
has now been removed. But Mystiko may no longer start the i-Yi 
mile (2.4-km) race as favourite. 

Flintoff-King expecting a child 

MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) — Seoul Olympic games trade 
and field gold medalist Debbie Hintoff-King is expecting her first 
child and will miss the 1992 Barcelona games, she said Tuesday. 
Flintoff-King, 31, is due to give birth in January. The pregnancy 
also will rule her out of the world track and field championships in 
Tokyo later this year. Flintoff-King won the women's 100 metres 
hurdles gold at seoul and was considered one of Australia's 
leading medal contenders for Barcelona. She has not yet decided 
whether to retire from track and field. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
a TANNAH HIRSCH 
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SPOT THE ERRORS 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* A K 10 8 
'75 

K 10 8 4 2 

* K 3 

WEST EAST 

* Q J 9 6 5 4 34 Void 
•v G 4 : A 10 8 2 

A Q 9 ! J 7653 

*2 4 AQ 10 6 

SOUTH 

* 7 2 

: k q j 9 3 

* Void 

* J 9 8 7 5 4 
The bidding: 

West North East South 

3 * Pass Pass 4 7 

Pass 


Opening lead: Two of ♦ 

Follow the play of this hand, then 
decide who, if anyone, blundered 
and how many errors were made on 
this hand from a duplicate event. 
Bear in mind that a player might 
have committed more than one 
mistake. 

We are not thrilled with West's 
decision to preempt as dealer. The 
hand contained too much strength 
outside the long suit for our tastes. 
East's pass marked North with a 
good band, but South’s courage in 
bidding four hearts was above and 
beyond the call of duty. 

West led the deuce of dubs. East 
won the queen, cashed the ace and 
then returned the ten as a suit pref- 


erence signal for spades. Declarer 
covered with the jack. Unfortunate- 
ly, West could not ruff higher than 
dummy, so declarer overruffed the 
four and led dummy’s remaining 
trump. When East followed low, de- 
clarer inserted the jack and contin- 
ued with another high trump. As a 
result, two clubs and two trumps 
were lost for down one. 

Go to the lop of the class if you 
gave East a major charge for faulty 
defense. West’s lead was obviously a 
singleton, so after winning the 
queen of dubs. East could have led 
the ten of clubs to the second trick. 
West would have ruffed and shifted 
to a spade, securing a two-trick set 
because East can remove dummy's 
trumps to make sure of another dub 
trick. Had East been willing to settle 
for a one-trick set, there was an even 
easier way to defeat the contract. 
When West shows put on tbe second 
dub. declarer's hand becomes an 
open book, so ace of hearts and an- 
other would have guaranteed the tan 
of dubs as the fourth defensive 
trick. 

South also committed a capital 
gaffe. Besides the overly optimistic 
four-heart bid. when West couldn't 
overruff dummy. East became 
marked with the ten of hearts. 
Therefore. South should have fi- 
nessed the nine of hearts on the first 
round of the suit. That would have 
enabled declarer to draw trumps for 
the loss of only one trick and the 
contract would have sailed home. 


Sabatini, Agassi slide 
to French Open 


PARIS (Agencies) — A game 
away from defeat, third-seeded 
Gabriela Sabatini reached the 
semifinals of the French Open 
Tuesday with a gritty 5-7, 7-6, 6-0 
victory over Jana Novotna. 

Andre Agassi became the first 
men to reach tbe semifinals. Play- 
ing as if he had a plane to catch, 
be raced to a 6-3. 6-1, 6-1 victory 
over Switzerland's Jakob Hlasck. 

Sabatini trailed 2-5 in the 
second set, then, drew even. In 
the tie-breaker, she twice saved 
match points and wasted six set 
points before prevailing 12-10. 

That seemed to demoralise 
Novotna, the sixth seed, who 
succumbed meekly in the final set 
after seeming to have an edge in 
the first two. 

“It’s good to have this kind of 
match,” Sabatini said. “It makes 
me ready for the next ... I never 
stopped fighting." 

Agassi, a finalist last year and 
tbe no. 4 seed this year, disposed 
of the unseeded Hlasek in 1 hour, 
15 minutes, the fastest victory of 
the week involving one of the top 
players. 

Several times, Agassi was back 
on the court ready to resume play 


before the umpire announced the 
end of a break. 

Hlasek, ranked 20th in the 
world, appeared helpless against 
Agassi and drew derisive whistles 
from the centre court crowd early 
in the third set when he made a 
string of unforced errors. 

“I was expecting a real tough 
match today." Agassi said. “I 
don’t think he was playing up to 
his game. I was just keeping the 
ball in play.” 

In the semifinals. Agassi will 
play the winner of a match later 
Tuesday between second-seeded 
Boris Becker and lOth-seeded 
Michael Chang, the 1989 cham- 
pion. 

“I certainly wouldn't take 
either one for granted but I would 
be'pretty confident going into it," 
Agassi said of Becker and Chang, 
who were playing their quarter- 
final later Tuesday. 

“My record against Michael 
has been in favour of me and I 
beat him here last year,” said 
Agassi, who disposed of his fel- 
low American in the quarter- 
finals a year ago. 

“I would be confident against 
Michael, knowing what to expect. 


knowing he is going to run his 
little rail and off to chase down 
everything. 

In all, three Americans and 
two Germans, all of them seeded, 
reached the men's quarterfinals, 
reflecting the strength of the two 
nations that have won the last 
three Davis cups. 

Of the other three quarteifinai- 
ists, only top-ranked Stefan 
Edberg is a favourite. Argenti- 
na's Franco Davin. like Hlasek, 
was unseeded. 

In the other half of the draw, 
12th-seed Michael Stich of Ger- 
many is favoured to win his quar- 
terfinal Wednesday against 
Davin, ranked 69th in the world. 
But a German- American semifin- 
al in that bracket is far from 
certain, with Edberg favoured in 
his match against tbe hard-hitting 
□o. 9 seed, Jim Courier of the 
United States. 

Courier demolished his friend 
and practice partner, 243rd- 
ranked Todd Martin, on Monday 
to reach a Grand Slam quarterfin- 
al for the first time. 

“Edberg is capable of playing 
great on clay," Courier said. 
“Clay is favourable for me 



against him, though I feel confi- 
dent, and so does he, I expect.” 

No German has won tbe men's 
title here since Henner Henkel in 
1937, and never before have 
there been two Ger mans in the 
quarterfinals. Neither Becker nor 
Stich has ever won a tournament 
on day. 

Also Tuesday, former charo- 
pios Steffi Graf and Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario advanced in far 
easier fashion to a semifinal 
match against each other. 

Graf, the second seed, im- 
proved her career record against 
France's Nathalie to 14-0 with a 
6-3, 6-2 rout. Sanchez Vicario, 
seedef fifth, overpowered no. 4 
seed Mary Joe Fernandez, also 
6-3, 6-2. 


Italy favoured to breeze past 
Norway in European Championships 


OSLO (R) — Norwegians will 
never forget the day their team 
beat then world champions Italy 
2-1. 

But hard-hearted Oslo book- 
makers have ignored the 1985 
upset in a friendly in Lecce and 
have instead installed tbe Italians 
as firm favourites for Wednes- 
day's European Championship 
qualifier. 

“The aim is to convince myself 
and tbe players that we have 
around a 50-50 chance of beating 
Italy," coach Egfl Olsen said. 

“Til have four men at the back. 
The Italians come mostly from 
the wings." 

Despite an unbeaten run of 
seven matches, Norway have lit- 
tle hope of beating the classy 
Italian side. 

Italy, second in group three 
behind the Soviet Union, are 
likely to have Sampdoria for- 
wards Gianluca Vialli and Rober- 
to Manrini who helped Italy beat 
Hungary 3-1 in May. 

Italian World Cup stars Rober- 
to Baggio, Roberto Donadoni 
and as Roma's Giuseppe Gianni- 
ni will all be missing. 

Salvatore Schillad, top scorer 
in the 1990 World Cup finals, is 
happy to be a substitute. “I won’t 
play against Norway, Vialli and 
Mancxni have earned the places,'’ 
he said. 

Danes hit by injury 

COPENHAGEN (R) -r De- 
nmark, depleted by injury and 
playing on an unfamiliar pitch, 
have to beat Austria hi Odense 
Wednesday to keep alive their 
hopes of a berth in the European 
Championship soccer finals. 

The Danes appeared to have 
no chance of heading qualifying 
group 4 until a surprise away win 


against Yugoslavia last month put 
them back in the running. 

But they have been badly hit by 
injury. 

Veteran midfielder Jan Bar- 
tram was ruled out by a bad 
muscle injury Sunday while Kim 
Christ ofte, who played well in 
Belgrade, is also injured as is 
promising young aitacker Torben 
Frank and St, Etienne’s John 
Sivebaek. 

Denmark may call on Claus 
Nielsen, recently back in the 
Dutch Twente Entschede team 
after a knee operation, to help 
plug the gaps, along with Kaisers- 
lautern midfielder Bjame Gold- 
back. 

Austrian trainer Alfred Riedl is 
expected to gamble on an injured 
Andi Ogris to restore team 
morale after their disastrous re- 
cord in tbe group. 

Captain Ogris has been unable 
to train for the past two weeks 
because of a cartilage injury but 
Riedl has already suggested he 
will field him for at least pan of 
the match. 

“Andi is exceptional for Au- 
stria. Even if he only manages 
one half it’s important for us,” 
Riedl said. 

Finland wary of Dutch team 

HELSINKI (R) — Although 
tbe Netherlands have lost some of 
their best players through injury, 
Finnish coach Jukka Vakkila is 
not confident about his team's 
chances in Wednesday's Euro- 
pean Championship qualifier. 

The injured Dutch players in- 
clude captain Ruud Gullit, goal- 
keeper Hans Van Breukelcn, 
midfielder Erwin Koeman, de- 
fender Berry Van Aerie and 
striker Juul Ellennan and third- 
choice goalkeeper Stanley Men- 


zo. 

Despite their losses, tbe reign- 
ing champions will still have plen- 
ty of firepower. 

“Compared to Finland, I think 
they have a very strong team." 
said Vakkila. “If they have Van 
Basten. Kieft, Van T Schip and 
Huistra as four strikers. I think 
that's pretty good.” 

Vakkila has fewer worries 
although winger Jari Litmanen 
has. a slight knee injury and for- 
ward An Hjelm has only recently 
recovered from injuries to both 
knees. 

Finland lost 2-0 to tbe Dutch in 
April but Vakkila said his team 
was now better prepared and 
would not simply defend. 

“We won’t just stand in front 
of the goal," he said. 

The pitch in Helsinki’s Olym- 
pic Stadium still has brown patch- 
es after the long winter and Vak- 
kila warned that it was not in a 
condition to encourage attractive 
foot bah. 

Finland beat Malta 2-0 last 
month and have four points from 
four games. The Netherlands 
head the group, which also in- 
cludes Greece and Portugal, with 
eight points from five games. 

Swiss want 8 goals against San 
Marino 

ST G ALLEN, Switzerland (AP) 
— Swiss coach Uli S tielike wants 
his players to put at least eight 
goals past San Marino in the 
European Championship quali- 
fier. 

“Our target should be to at 
least double the 4-0 we achieved 
in San Marino last November," 
said the former German World 
Cup player as his team prepared 
for the group 2 match. 


Hearns takes 
WBA title 

LAS VEGAS. Nevada (R) — 
Thomas Hearns outboxed pre- 
viously undefeated champion 
Virgil HH1 and took an upset 
12-round unanimous decision at 
Caesars Palace to capture the 
World Boxing Association 
(WBA) light heavyweight cham- 
pionship title Monday. 

The 32-year-old Hearns, more 
renowned as a slugger, gave his 
younger opponent a boxing les- 
son, hammering tbe 27-year-old 
Hill with rights and left books to 
the body and bead. 

Hfil, in his 11th title defence 
since winning the WBA 175- 
pound (79 Kg) crown in Septem- 
ber 1986, the third most defences 
in that weight division, was tenta- 
tive early. He came on strong the 
final two rounds, but by then he 
was spent. 

There were no knockdowns in 
the bout, but Hearns hurt Hill in 
the sixth, ninth and 11th rounds. 

Gonzalez keeps WBC title 


Meanwhile.’ Humberto Gon- 
zalez of Mexico regain ed t he 
World Boxing Council (WBC) 
light flyweight championship 
Monday beating countryman 
Melchor Cob Castro in a 12- 
round unanimous decision. 

Gonzalez. 25, with a record of 
31-1 and 24 knockouts, beat the 
23- year-old Castro by four points 
on two of the three judges’ 
scorecards and by three points on 
the third judge’s card. 

There were no knockdowns in 
the bout, but Gonzalez won six of 
the final seven rounds on all three 
scorecards. 

Gonzalez held the title from 
June 1989 to December 1990. 
This was the first defence for 
Castro since winning the crown 
three months ago. Castro is now 
29-3-4 with 14 knockouts. ' 


U)E'££ SUPPOSED TO BE 
REAPING "THE BROTHERS 
KARAMAZOV/ CHUCK ..CAN 
YOU T6a ME ABOUT IT? 



UJELL, THERE ARE THESE 
THREE BROTHERS, SEE.ANP. 


THREE, HUH? THANKS, CHUCK. 
I CAN FAKE TOE REST.. 



Andy Capp 



N 

V3U COMING V 
CXJT OF’THAT ) 

HO USE Yg STER&^t/ 
AFTERNOON-.' - 



PERFECTLY^ 
INNOCBYT, PET. 
THE BOOR LASS 
HASN'T GOT 
A MAN ABOUT N 
THE HOUSE TO 
DOOD&30BS 
FORMER— A 



NEITHER 
OOI Hi 



Mutton’ Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JUNE 5, 1591 

By Thomas S. Pi&son, Astrologer, CanoU Ftighter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Be al advisora are trying 10 do but if 

you keep each in bis own place you 
are able to get along quite weft. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 toNove ru- 
ber 21) Be sine you do the things 
that arc expected of yon as a good 
dozen and loyal associate an d yoa 
find yon sidestep some pretty diffi- 
cult areas. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You certainly do 
have some interesting friends who 
want to go along vnfo you but you 
also hare 'some secret anxieties 
that need attention. . 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You now find ir neces- 
sary to tor* a good friend instead 
of a very exacting higber-up who 
wants to make you do project with 
ids methods. — 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Without self-control today 
you can get in quite a jam that 
could involve officials ana associ- 
ates who th««k differently and bit- 
terly. - - 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your eagerness to get some 
new facet of your character ex- 
pressed better is justgreat so spend 
your tune on this and avoid dull 
duties; 

Today’s chBd: If your child were 
born today she or he is an alert, 
aware, and very active youngster 
who has it. within then power to see 
through other persons and to know 
what to say or do to make tbe best 
possible first impression. Some- 
times the difficulty comes from not 
being able to Bve up to that first 
meeting. 


sure to use todays good aspects to. 
make your surroundings more 
attractive and artistic. You can also 
take care of a personal task that ts 
highly intimat and personal. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make sore that you do let everyone 
about be aware you are very pain- 
staking in attending to the obliga- 
tions and responsibilities that you 
hare. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to |*ay 20) 
Both members of your family and 
partners just do not see eye to eye 
with you and it is essential to Baton 
more dosdy to the exact plan they 
have in nrind. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Look for the many tasks.you have 
to do and don’t deviate from doing 
thetq in a most correct fashion that 
does bring respect from usual com- 


MOON CHILDREN: . (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you find there are aO 
kinds of desirable avenues and 
outlets by which you can find out 
what allies expect of you to de- 
vdope. 

LEO: (July 22 to August-21) If you 
have the need for better relations 
at home it is possible to get them 
by showing a little more c om mon 
sense with all practical interests. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have the chance to use afl 
that force and vitality to back up 
some ally who is having a difficult 
time and who needs some assist- 
ance by you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Friends don’t see what practie- 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



cr 


1 guess I've been acting pretty 
abby today. Even my shadow 
is mad at me!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
>0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble thnae four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square to form 
lour ordinary words. 


ANDAI 

D 


x: j 


b 

r®. Huelhble.^, 

K. 


BYMUP 


in - 



js 

IULKI 

E 





D 


DEL 

NAH 

a: 






THE &UYWHO- 
SOU&HTA UEYtrAlR 
OF SU5FENPEK5 WA5~ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday’s 


Print answer here: ^XXXJCQ 

(Answers tomorrow} 

Jumbles: TOXIC PIOUS SINGLE MUSEUM 

Answer What the official couth of the U.S. population Is 
supposed to make — A LOT OF "CENSUS" 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey L. Chew 


ACROSS 
1 Knightly combat 
6 Bath powder 
10 Country 
addresses 

14 Bandleader 
Shaw 

15 Nautical term 
1SQED word 

17 Sherwood forest 
name 

19 Ireland 

20 List shortener 

21 Scheme 

22 Scholar 

24 USN combat 
engineers 

26 Wanderer 

27 Sea creature 

28 Innermost part 

29 Asian hottday 
32 "City of Light" 
35 Opening 

37 Bible book 

38 Worn to a 
frazzle 

40 Vinegary 
4 7 Unshackle 

43 Cares lor 

44 Gr. letter 

45 Coadiutant 
abbr. 

46 Chess pieces 

47 Clamorous 
49 John. Pauf. 

George and 
Ringo 

53 ' Very like 
(Shakespeare! 

55 Chalcedony 

56 Pierre’s summer 

57 Vientiane’s land 

58 Sherwood 
Forest name 

61 Succulent plant 
82 Revamp 

63 Magic charms 

64 Same colors 

65 Boat 

66 Warmed-over 
DOWN 

1 Henry or Harry 

2 Take the mump 

3 NY city 

4 Comic Caesar 

5 Anneals 



MR^nuRtunM 

6 Tropical food 
plants 

7 Got down 

8 Pasture 

9 Bowdlerized 

10 "Superman" 

11 Sherwood 
Forest name 

12 Mend 

13 Proofreader's 

word * 

18 Author Waugh 
23 State firmly 

25 ID city 

26 Hawser 

28 Insertion mark 

30 Amerind 

31 Knight and 
Danson 

32 Insect sense 
organ 


Saturday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnmHn nseun 
SSSS rarasoH nraniB 
amnninj nnan 
nnHnnmQEaEjnmnH 
Boon nnran 
nranno HHnnn 
ngnn nnninHQ ^,nn 
noongQHQnciQCTnKno 
nn n nnnnnn nnnn 
nrjBQm taBniQn 

mnon nnnm 
noEBnHmnnjoniiB 

nnnn rannsn oanirn 
naan ni^nnre nann 


39 

42, 


— brtsy 

_ ._ Marsh bird 

33 Flanders friends 43 Conductors 

34 Sherwood 46 Blackbird 

Forest name 48 Desert refuges 

36 Contaminate 49 Demented 

38 Adorned in a 50 Mrs. Helmstey 

w»y 5T A Barrymore 


52 Intuit 

53 Resembling a 
wing 

54 Corduroy 
rtdge 

55 Agfiate 

59 Altar words 

60 Protrude 


* 













Econoin 


financial 

Markets 



in co-operation with 

Cairo Amman Bank 


Currency 

Afciv Yak 
CftfiZ 

u*, 3-6- 1997 

Sterling Pound'' 

1.6964 

Dtubchf Mark 

1.7465 

Swiss Franc 

7 .4950 

French Franc 

5.9275 

Japanese Yen 

159.20 

European Curreti) Unit 

1.1770 


Tetuo 

Cfo’sc 

r 4/6?<M 
1.6977 
1 . 7459 

Two 


158.60 


” Oe»W (■ 8.00 m.m. CVTT 

EvracBinwT Intirvt bus Date 4, '6-19 91 

Car rate? I MTH 3 MTHSj 6 MTHS 12 MTHSj 

VS. Dollar 5.95 6.00 o. is ~ t. 62 \ 

SterUa * Pound n.50 11.31 JC.*j ~iZITl 

Pcwcht i.i? t.S7 9.00 ~To7~| 

Swin Franc 7 .93 j 7.93 7.15 7. 6 I I 

French Franc 1.43 1.37 9.37 

Japanese Yen 7,&; 7 . 6 ? 7.56 

European Currency Unit 1C. Ob 1 9.90 9.87 

(MO ram for unm a n t „S. tkliUrv l.BOU.eoa or eqtrakm 


laterfeafc (MO run r<u- 1 


Metal 

Gold 

' 2! tnl 


L'SD'Oz JD-Gra" MeuU 
562. IS 6.70 Silier 


Dntn: 4/6H 991 
LSD/Oz JD/Gm 

4.16 .on 


Central Bank of Jordan E xch ang e Rot* BuDnein 

Date; 4/6/7991 


Currency 
US. Dollar 

Sterling Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen' 1 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
Italian Lira 0 
Belgian Franc 


* ftr in 

Other Cnrrtndw 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira 0 


Saudi Riyal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Riyal 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 6 


Cypriot Pound 


Bid 

.665 

7.7577 


Otter 

.685 

7.7635 


.07*97 


.07906 


4/6/7991 











7.4750 



CAB Indices for Ammon Financial Market 


2/ 6/7 99 7 close 


772. *9 


Banking Sector 770.45 


Insurance Sector ] 12.56 


Industry Sector 114.89 


Services Sector 726.46 


7.4250 


3/6/7997 Close 


773.75 


710.30 


773.06 


J2S.56 


Canada reports 
steep GDP drop 


OTTAWA (R) — Canada’s eco- 
nomy suffered its steepest decline 
of die recession in the first quar- 
ter of 1591, shrinking at a pace 
equal to the worst of the 1981-82 
recession, bnt economists say a 
recovery has started. 

- Gross domestic product (GDP) 
fan 1 .5 per cent in the first quar- 
ter, the fourth consecutive 
quarterly dedme,tfae government 
has reported. 

The manufactnring sector was 


the hardest hit, falling about four 
per cent in dollar value. Statistics 
Canada, the g o ver nm ent report- 
ing agency, sakL 
“Most of the decline happened 
in die first month,*’ Mr. Darryl 
Rhoades, an economist with Sta- 
tistics Canada, said. In January 
the government introduced a 
seven per cent goods and services 
tax. “Most of the 1-5 per cent 
drop that happened in January 
was due to the effect of the goods 
aid services tax, be said. 
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OECD chief sees moderate OPEC ministers begi 
growth in industrial world summer conference 


PARIS (R) — The industrial 
world is poised to snap out of the 
economic slowdown triggered by 
the Gulf crisis but recovery w ill 
not be brisk, the head of the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) has said. 

Mr. Jean -Claude Pa ye, secret- 
ary-general of the Paris-based 
economic forum, said growth in 
the 24 rich countries that makeup 
the OECD was likely to average 
2.5 per cent in the second half of 
1991 and about three per cent in 
1992. 

The agency’s economists have 
forecast no growth at all in the 
first half of this year. 

While there was broad agree- 
ment that the recovery would 


take hold during the second half 
of the year, Mr. Paye said there 
were still question marks as to 
bow strong it would be. But he 
ruled out a return to the heady 
growth rates of the 1980s. 

"We don’t expea a vigorous 
recovery, notably because the 
slowdown wasn’t profound and 
didn’t last very long," Mr. Paye 
told reporters. 

Although inflation should de- 
cline next year, Mr. Paye was 
cautious about the prospects for 
lower interest rates, saying cir- 
cumstances differed from one 
country to another. 

European officials are waiting 
to see whether U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Nicholas Brady renews 
his calls for Japan and Europe to 
cut rates to get the world eco- 


nomy moving. 

As well as providing momen- 
tum to the long-running Uruguay 
Round of world trade talks. Mr. 
Paye wants ministers to pay more 
attention than in the past to social 
issues, such as immigration and 
rising unemployment. 

"It would be a shame if the 
OECD was characterised ai the 
end of the century as an economic 
success and a social failure," Mr. 
Paye said. "I don't consider a 10 
per cent unemployment rate to be 

a success." 

He said no one had the magic 
cure for unemployment but the 
experience of countries with low- 
jobless rates, such as Japan, 
pointed to a need to emphasise 
education, training and flexible 
labour markets. 


IMF to lend Algeria $405m 


WASHINGTON (R) — The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) said Monday it agreed to 
lend Algeria about $405 million 
and is ready to give it some $285 
million more to help the country 
reform its economy. 

"Algeria has implemented a 
□umber of fundamental and far- 
reaching economic and financial 
reforms to shift from a centrally 
planned economic system to a 
system relying on market forces,” 
the IMF said. 


The IMF said that its $405 
million stand-by credit is designed 
to support the government's eco- 
nomic reform programme 
through the end of next March. 

It said it was prepared to lend 
Algeria an additional $285 mil- 
lion if the oil producer's trade 
position deteriorates due to a 
drop in oil or natural gas prices. 

“(Algeria’s) economic and 
financial programme for 1991 
aims at accelerating market- 
related reforms in the Algerian 


African countries sign 
common market treaty 


ABUJA, Nigeria (R) — African 
beads of state meeting in Nigeria 
signed an economic treaty Mon- 
day, laying down a framework for 
a common market within the next 
34 years. 

The treaty establishing the 
African Economic Community 
was endorsed by more than 30 
African heads of state and gov- 
ernment at the start of a three- 
day summit of the Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) in 
Nigeria’s proposed new capital 
Abuja. 

An OAU document details six 
stages of implementation, culmi- 
nating in the free movement of 
people, goods and capital and the 
application of the right of resi- 


dence throughout the continent. 

Similar attempts at economic 
union, both at regional and con- 
tinental level, have failed in the 
past largely because OAU mem- 
bers face difficulties in shifting 
Africa’s trade away from its for- 
mer colonial rulers. 

Business analysts said they 
doubted economic integration 
would be any easier now given 
the continent’s current economic 
crisis, marked by a high debt 
burden. 

A similar document was 
adopted by the OAU in 1980 but 
the regional trade groups seen 
then as the basis for African 
economic union have hardly been 
functional, they said. 


Qantas Airways to 
cut 3,651 workers 


SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — 
Qantas Airways said Tuesday it 
plans to cut 3,651 workers as part 
of a plan to save 243 million 
dollars ($185 million) a year. 

A 200-page report, jointly pre- 
pared by government-owned 
Qantas and consultants Coopers 
and Lybrand of New York, has 
recommended 18 par cent of the 
jobs should go, leaving the work 
force at 17,138. 

Included in the losses would be 
one-third — 200 employees — of 
the airline's management force. 

Qantas chief executive John 
Ward said die proposals were 
crucial to die airline’s future, 
allowing it to increase earnings by 
150 million dollars ($114 million) 
in the next financial year. 

The government plans to sell 
49 per cent of Qantas and all of 
Australian Airlines. 

The airline expects to initially 
allow a short period for voluntary 
severance following union con- 
sultations and then begin dismis- 


sals in July. About 680 staff have 
already left under cutbacks intro- 
duced late last year. 

"The report provides the basis 
for achieving the international 
competitiveness we seek, and the 
sort of management structure and 
atmosphere the Qantas of the 
future needs,” Mr. Ward said. 

The carrier expects to finish the 
year “a bit better than break 
even,” despite earlier estimated 
operating losses of 350 million 
dollars ($266 million) due to high- 
er fuel prices and decreased pas- 
senger traffic, he said. 

Mr. Ward said returning the 
airline to strong profitability was 
"an absolute necessity if we are 
going to achieve a successful tran- 
sition to private ownership." 

"There is no denying that, 
given the current depressed 
growth outlook, it (the airline) is 
overstaffed and, in many areas, 
its management has grown 
bureaucratic and bloated,” be 
said. 



Jordan Times Tel: 667171 


Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


r Cinema 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 


Leila Alawl 
In 

THE INTOXICATED 

Arabic 

Show: 3030. 630, 8:30 p.m. 


economy and laying the founda- 
tion for sustained, non- 
inflationary growth." the IMF 
said. 

It said that the country intends 
to end government price controls 
on virtually all goods except basic 
food and energy products by the 
end of this year. 

Algeria is also putting together 
a "social safety net programme" 
to protea the country’s poorest 
groups from the impact of the 
economic reforms, the IMF said. 

Morocco 
revises oil, 
gas law 

RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
revised its law on oil and gas 
prospecting, introducing the 
waivers and other incentives to 
make it more attractive to foreign 
oil companies. 

Morocco has 30 far found very 
little oil or gas and imports over 
90 per cent of its energy require- 
ments. 

Traces have been found in the 
past by overseas companies pros- 
pecting parts of the 350,000 
square kilometre of sedimentary 
basins identified by geologists. 

Under die new law, the state’s 
share in future accords with fore- 
ign firms will be cut to 35 percent 
from a previous minimum of 50 
per cent. 

For corporate tax purposes, 
200 per cent of the cost of surveys 
and prospecti on will be deduct- 
ible, over three years for com- 
panies operating before the new 
law comes into force, and over 10 
years for firms signing new 
accords. 

In the event of an oil or gas 
discovery, concession fees are 
waived on the first four million 
tonnes produced, and no pet- 
roleum tax is payable in the first 
three years after the start .of 
production. 


VIENNA (R) — OPEC ministers 
started talks Tuesday on bow 
much oil to pump for the rest of 
the year, but they to tackle 
seemed reluctant sane of the 
biggest hurdles thrown up by the 
Gulf crisis. 

Ministers were grouped into 
three camps as they entered 
OPEC’s twice- yearly conference 
called to review output levels and 
prices, Indonesian Oil Minister 

Gi nan jar Kartasasmita said. 

Speaking to reporters on his 
way to the opening session, 
Ginanjar said some countries 
wanted to incTease the present 
22.3 million barrel per day (h/d) 
production ceiling by 500,000 b/d 
for the third quarter. 

Others wanted to keep the 
level unchanged, while the third 
camp sought a cut to help restore 
prices to the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries’ 
(OPEC’sl target of $21 a barrel. 

Prices are now more than $3 
below the target. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's big- 
gest oil exporter, opposed a pro- 
duction cut for the third quarter. 

Saudi Oil Minister Hisham 
Nazer said the kingdom sup- 
ported OPEC's $21 target price, 
but would not starve the world’s 
oil markets to achieve the goal. 

“We have always felt that we 
will support $21 but we never said 
that we will force that on the 
market by a deliberate creation of 
shortage," Sheikh Nazer told re- 
porters. 

Saudi Arabia emerged from 
the chaos of the Gulf war as 
OPEC’s powerhouse. Its vast re- 


serves and huge capacity to pump 
crude oil permitted it to produce 
•around eight mfllion b/d, more 
than a third of OPEC's total 
output. 

Iran, OPECs second-biggest 
producer, refused to go along 
with a production boost that could 
undermine prices even onpre. 

Iranian Oil Minister Gholzm- 
reza Aqazadeh, when asked if 
there should be an output rise in 
the third quarter said: "No.” 

“We cannot accept an increase 
in the ceiling.” he added. 

A Reuter survey put OPECs 
total production at 22.04 million 
b/d in May. just below the upper 
level agreed at an emergency 
OPEC session in March. The 
price for a basket of seven OPEC 
crudes averaged $17.78 last 
month. 

Discussion of the third quarter 
output ceiling was likely to 
dominate the meeting, eclipsing 
the looming problem of how to 
integrate Iraqi and Kuwaiti ex- 
ports knocked out by the war. 

Iraq is ready to leap back into 
the market and export crude as 
soon as the United Nations lifts 
the economic sanctions it im- 
posed to punish Iraq for invading 
Kuwait last August. 

But in Kuwait, hundreds of 
blazing oil wells have crippled 
production, * and officials have 
said the emirate will not be able 
to resume substantial exports un- 
til next year. 

Mr. Aqazadeh said Iran ex- 
pected Iraq and Kuwait to re- 
sume oil exports in the Gist quar- 
ter of 1992. adding OPEC would 
have to adderss the issue later this 


year. 

He said the potential return of 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil production 
was not a problem for the third, 
quarter because they were still 
unable to export. 

"But in the first quarter I think 
it is a very serious problem. We 
will talk in the fourth quarter 
about this matter.” he noted. 

Some ministers were willing to 
put off a decision on fourth quar- 
ter production, when OPEC fore- 
casts demand will rise with the 
onset of the northern hemis- 
phere's winter until ibe outlook 
for Iraqi and Kuwaiti crudes be- 
comes clearer. 

"We cannot make a decision 
for the (last) six months (of this 
year)." outgoing OPEC Presi- 
dent Sadek Boussena of Algeria 
said. "A meeting in September 
will be necessary.” 

"There will almost certainly be 
another meeting," Nigerian Oil ■ 
Minister Jibril Aminu said, 
adding he expected OPEC would 
decide to keep output steady for 
the time being. 

Mr. Boussena told his col- 
leagues that be was resigning as 
OPEC president, and conference ' 
sources said Venezuela energy 
and mines Minister Celestino 
Armas would take up the office. 

Mr. Boussena had said - at 
OPEC's March meeting in Gene- 
va that he might not seek reelec- 
tion for a post he held since lasr 
year. 

After the OPEC meeting, Mr. 
Boussena will return home to 
take part in parliamentary elec- 
tions on June 27. 


Bosh clears trade 
hurdle with Moscow 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush has made 
a step towards granting farm cre- 
dits and trade benefits to the 
Soviet Union but is being cau- 
tious on sending cadi to help bail 
out the teetering Soviet eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Bush Monday waived the 
so-called Jackson-Vanik law that 
requires countries to allow free 
emigration in order to receive 
favourable trade treatment from 
the Unites States. 

He is expected in coming days 
to grant $1.5 billion in farm cre- 
dits to the Soviet Union for 
buying U.S. food. Extending 
most-favoured-nation trade sta- 
tus (MFN) for the firet time to the 
Soviet Union should not be far 
behind. 

While those concessions will be 
welcomed in Moscow, they repre- 
sent only a fraction of the assist- 
ance Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev wants from the West 
to rebuild the Soviet economy in 
exchange for radical, market- 
oriented economic reform. 

A Soviet economic delegation 
visiting Washington last week 
told representatives of the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund that 


Moscow would need $30 billion 
to $50 billion a year from the 
West for five years — up to $250 
billion — If Mr. Gorbachev's 
economic reform programme was 
to succeed. 

White House spokesman Mar- 
tin Fitzwater told reporters Mon- 
day that no such figure was given 
to thine by the Soviets. He said 
given U.S. budgetary constraints, 
it would be difficult to come up 
with large sums for the Soviet 
Union. . . 

Asked how the United States 
could justify giving farm credits 
to the Soviet Union when it still 
spends lavishly on its military, 
Mr. Fitzwater said: 

"We continue to. put pressure 
on them to reduce their military 
spending, reduce their support 
for Cuba and other satellite coun- 
tries and to use that money for 
their internal needs.” 
Vice-President Dan Quayle 
told reporters the West should 
provide incentives for reform but 
that Western aid alone could not 
solve Moscow’s problems. 
"There is no amount of aid that 



George Bush 

can be pumped iato the Soviet 
Union that is going to help the 
Soviet Union until they under- 
take some fundamental reforms," 
be said. 

Bush's extension of the Jack- 
son-Vanik waiver was one of two 
conditions for granting most- 
favoured-nation trade status to 
the Soviet Union. The other is a 
comprehensive U.S.-Soviet trade 
agreement. 

Such an agreement was signed 
at Bush's summit with Gorbachev 
in Washington a year ago, but the 
administration delayed submit- 
ting the paa to Congress while 
awaiting Soviet parliamentary ac- 
tion on a law liberalising Soviet 
emigration policies. 


Court upholds imposition 
of income tax in Pakistan 

ISLAMABAD fR) — An Islamic court in Pakistan has ruled that the 
government has the power to impose income tax even though it is not 
in the Koran. 

The court di missed Monday a legal challenge seeking to restrict the 
government to levying the Islamic taxes of Zakat and Ushr, the 
official APP news agency said. 

Banks deduct a 2.5 per cent Zakat tax annually from savings 
accounts, while a portion of agricultural produce is collected by the 
government from farmers as Ushr. 

Islamic taxes were imposed on the property of Muslims while 
income tax was also paid by non-Muslims and foreigners living in 
Pakistan, the court ruling said. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Fully furnished second floor apartment consisting of 3 bed- 
rooms, spacious salon, large kitchen, European style furniture, 
independent utilities, telephone line, parking area. Location: 4th 
Circle area. 

For more informetion please call tel. 817960 or 827537 
from 9 a.m. till 9 p.m. 


TO LET 

Two ground floor flats, super deluxe finishing. Each with 2 
bedrooms, kitchen, and salon with a separate entrance. 
Location: In a very good residential area, to the east of Jordan 
University. 

Preferably for families of diplomats or non permanent renters. 

Interested call: 662213 from 10-1 a.m. & 4-8 pan. 
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Lithuanians vow to defend 
parliament against Soviet attacl 


MOSCOW (AP) — Lithuanian 
nationalists vowed Tuesday to 
hold a weeklong vigil around 
their fortified parliament building 
to prevent an attack by Soviet 
forces. Moscow’s troops had 
staged a brief show of force in the 
secessionist republic overnight. 

In Moscow, officials accused 
I j thuanian leaders of manufac- 
turing a dispute in order to sabot- 
age President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s relations with the West. 

About 500 Lithuanians massed 
early Tuesday in front of the 
parliament in the capital of Vil- 
nius, said Algimantas Cekuolis, 
spokesman for the Sajudis 
nationalist movement. 

“People of Lithuania: 
Lithuania is fading danger again,” 
said a Sjudis appeal broadcast 
several times on local radio and 
television. 

“The Soviet army is once again 
encroaching on Lithuania s heart, 
it’s Supreme Council (parlia- 
ment). Assessing the situation, 
Sajudis invites the people of 
Lithuania to maintain a vigil at 
the Supreme Council.” 
Thousands of Lithuanians 
gathered in the square in front of 
the parliament buildings in re- 
sponse to a television appeal 
Monday night from Lithuanian 
President Vytautas Landsbergis 
to show “unity... aod^not to give 
way to provocation.” 

Most dispersed by 2 a.m. 
(OOOOGMT) after 50-100 armed 
Soviet troops dismantled 10-15 
checkpoints set up hours after the 
Soviet prosecutor blamed 


nationalists for most of the 14 
deaths in January’s military 
crackdown in the republic. 

The Soviet News Agency 
(TASS), quoting “unofficial 
sources," said the troops were 
training to search for deserters 
who left their units with weapons. 

A spokesman for Gorbachev 
said the incident was contrived by 
Landsbergis to embarrass the 
Soviet president on the eve of his 
trip to Oslo, Norway, to deliver 
his Nobel Peace Prize lecture 
Wednesday. 

“Every time U.S.-Soviet rela- 
tions, or relations with the West, 
start looking better. Landsbergis 
does something like this," Vitaly 
Ignatenko told the Associated 
Press in Oslo. 

The checkpoints went up start- 
ing about 9:30 p.m. <1930 GMT) 
Monday, on dty bridges, the 
Vilnius Airport, the Central Rail- 
way Station and three enhances 
to parliament, said parliament 
spokeswoman Rita Dapkus. 

Soldiers checked identity pap- 
ers and briefly detained two peo- 
ple working for the pro- 
independence civilian Defence 
Force, she said. Military patrols 
also were spotted near the repub- 
lic’s Interior Ministry and police 
stations, she said. 

They began pulling back about 
1 a.m. Tuesday (2300 GMT Mon- 
day) Ms. Dapkus said. 

Landsbergis told the Lithua- 
nian parliament Tuesday his gov- 
ernment kept in touch through- 
out the night with unnamed fore- 
ign governments and officials in 


Estonia and Latvia. 

The independent Baltfax News 
Agency quoted him as saying 
unsuccessful attempts were made 
to contact Soviet Defence Minis- 
ter Dmitri Yazov and senior offi- 
cials in the Baltic military district. 

“There are no guarantees that 
the military will not resort to 
similar actions today or tomor- 
row," Baltfax quoted Landsber- 


gis as saying. 

Meanwhile, President Mikhail 
leaders of 


Gorbachev and the 
nine republics agreed MNonday 
to change the country’s name to 
the Union ofc Soviet Sovereign 
Republics but remain committed 
to socialist ideals, TASS re- 
ported.^ 

The meeting was held at the 
government dacha, or country 
house, in the Moscow suburb of 
Novo-Ogarevo that has been the 
site of previous sessions to work 
out Gorbachev’s proposed union 
treaty, the TASS said. 

On May 25, the day after the 
previous session, Russian Federa- 
tion leader Boris Yeltsin dis- 
closed the leaders’ nearly com- 
plete agreement on changing the 
name of the country from the 
“Union of Soviet Socialist Re- 
publics" to the “Union of Soviet 
Sovereign Republics.” 

Presidential aide Georgy 
Shakhnazarov told TASS that the 
need to keep the word “Socialist" 
in the country’s name was ex- 
pressed at Monday’s meeting, but 
tjiat argument was countered by 
the view that “no countries are 
left in the world with ideological 


symbols in their names. 

The change of the name does 
not mean the rejection of Social- 
ist ideals, Shakhnazarov was 
quoted as saying. . 

The participants, which in- 
cluded leaders of the smaller poli- 
tical subdivisions called the 
autonomous republics, worked 
on the union treaty's preamble 
and its first section, TASS said. 

That section dealt with human 
rights, “government by the peo- 
ple,” free development of all 
forms of ownership, market rela- 
tions and other topics, TASS 
said. 

Gorbachev’s union treaty is de- 
signed to preserve the country as 
a federation. 

In the first dacha meeting, on 
April 23, Gorbachev signed an 
accord with the leaders of nine of 
the 15 republics, including Yelt- 
sin, to sign the union treaty. In 
turn, Gorbachev would turn over 
most of the nation's industrial 
and natural resources. 

Besides Russia, the republics 
are the Ukraine, Byelorussia, 
Azerbaijan, Tadzhikistan, Turk- 
menia, Uzbekistan, Kirghizia and 
Kazakhstan. 

The republics that have said 
they will not sign the union treaty 
are Lithuania, Latvia. Estonia, 
Moldavia, Armenia and Georgia. 

TASS did not say when the 
next sessison would be held, 
although Gorbachev has said that 
his target is to present the treaty 
to the republics’s parliaments for 
approval this month. 


S. Korea 
tells 

protesters 
to obey law 
or; face jail 


Peking stays quiet on 
crackdown anniversary 


several 


Last U.S. jets leave; Manila 
sees 7-year bases accord 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States Tuesday pulled out its last 
fighter planes from the Philip- 
pines. . 

President Corazon Aquino s 
government still expressed optim- 
ism that both countries were 
nearing agreement on a new 
military bases treaty. 

The three F-4 fighter-bombers 
roared off the runway at Clark 
Air Base. SO kilometres north of 
Manila, completing withdrawal of 
two squadrons of the jets 
announced last November during 
talks on the fate of Clark Air 
Base and Subic Bay Naval Base. 

The departure of the F-4s rook 
place 24 days after the guided- 


missile cruiser Sterett. the only 
American warship based in the 
Philippines, steamed out of Subic 
as part of global U.S. military 
spending cuts. 

In Manila. Philippine Foreign 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said 
both countries had narrowed dif- 
ferences over issues blocking 
agreement on a new bases treaty. 

“We note that the United 
States is now accepting the seven 
years as a basic period of dura- 
tion, but is asking for more time 
to withdraw," Manglapus, the 
head of the Philippine panel in 
the talks, told reporters. 

He declined to say how much 


time it wants, adding: “They have 
said three (years), they have said 
two, they have said one." 

Washington had originally 
wanted a 10-to-12 year treeijr. 

Both countries are close to 
agreement on compensation the 
United States will pay for the 
facilities, the largest American 
bases in Aria. 

“We are arriving at figures that 
may be acceptable to both sides," 
Manglapus said. The final figure 
might exceed the $825 million in 
compensation Manila was asking 
for, he added. 

The current U.S. lease on the 
bases expires in September. 


Albanian 
government 
quits under 
all-parts 
deal 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
officials, faced with growing pub- 
lic outrage over a student assault 
on the prime minister, warned 
dissidents Tuesday that unlawful 
protests would bring harsh cri- 
minal prosecution. 

"The government ma kes it 
clear that all of its law enforce- 
ment powers will be mobilised to 
resolutely deal with all violent 
and other unlaw ful acts onor off 
campus,” Education Minister 
Yoon Hyoung-Sup said in a state- 
ment. . 

“We can no longer leniently 
deal with those students who are 
bent on turning sacred institu- 
tions of higher learning into 
hotbeds of ideological and poli- 
tical strife simply because they 
are students,” he said. 

Prosecutor-General Jeong Ku- 
Yeong. meanwhile, ordered an 
investigation into Monday night’s 
manhandling of newly appointed 
Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
at Seoul’s Hankook University of 
Foreign Studies. 

Arrest orders were issued for 
16 students identified from seized 
television news videotapes. 
Those sought included Hankook 
Student Council Chairman 
Chong Won-Taek who has 
apparently gone underground 

More than 360 students were 
apparently randomly picked up 
and detained after the assault but 
all were released by Tuesday 


sometimes as few _ 

thousand,:. had occupied Pekmgs 
central Tiananmen Square for 
several weeks before the army 
moved in. . - 

Meanwhile the U.S. State De- 
partment said Monday China 
could move to heal remaining 
wounds from its crackdown on 


PEKING (AP) — With a few 

subtle, anonymous gestures Tues- 
day, Chinese remembered the 
army killings of pro-democracy 
protesters two years ago. 

A few dozen white paper flow- 
ers were scattered on a sidewalk 
in the early morning, and quickly 

p- de mocracy <^ 9 ^^ ^ 

«*». of 

Empty beer bottles were al suppression of pmioeful de- 
smashed from university dormi- monstrators annmd 

picri an unmistakable ges- Square in June 1989, said State 
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Bush resumed 
logging 


tones. 


tore. The word for “tittle bottle, 
Xiao Ping, sounds like the name 
of senior Orincse leader Deng 
Xiaoping, who is believed to have 
ordered the army to open fire on 
student-led demonstrators in 
Peking streets on June 3-4, 1989. 


Department spokeswoman Mar- 
garet Tutwfler. . 

“One significant step Chin a 
could take to heal the wounds of 
T janamn en would be to release 
all those i m prisoned after the 
pro-democracy movement in 


The demonstrators, sometimes 1989 for the peaceful expression 
numbering more than a million, of their political views,” she said. 


China confirms Mao’s 
widow committed suicide 


WASHINGTON CAP) — 
deat George Bush revealed that 
| he has already resumed joggixig 
. after being stricken by' a thyroid- 
triggered heart irregularity a 
.month ago. Bosh told reporters at 
a White House reception that he 
jogged for half -ar rule (0.8 
kil ometr es) mound bis' vacation 
home dozing bis stay ia Kenne- 
bunkpoit, Maine, last week over 
the Memorial Day weekend. 
Bush said he is feeling no after- 
effects from his bout with the 
thyroid ajhqeat and doctors are 
reducing t he m edication be now 
takes daily. He sad he jogged for 
a half-mile and walked for two 
miles (3.2 kflometres) around his 
oceanfiront home during his May 
24-29 stay. Bush also played-63 
holes of golf during -his holiday. 
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PEKING (R) — Jiang Qing, 
widow of China’s late Chairman 
Mao Tsetung, committed suicide 
on May 14, the New China News 
Agency said Tuesday. 

The official news agency said 
Jiang, 77, whose death sentence 
imposed in 1981 had been com- 
muted to life imprisonment, died 
is her residence. 


tress, was sentenced to death in 
January, 1981, accused of perse- 
cuting thousands to death daring 
China’s radical Cultural Revolu- 
tion. 

Her death sentence was com- 
muted to life iniyiBiiwiiiieiit in 
January, 1983, but she had been 
out of custody receiving medical 
treatment since May 4, 1984, the 


Comedian goes 
home 

after heart surgery 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s Com- 
munist government resigned 
Tuesday amid a crippling general 
strike to make way for an interim 
unity cabinet that will take the 
impoverished state to fresh 
general elections in mid-1992. 

With the general strike by 
350,000 workers in its 20th day. 
Prime Minister Fatos Nano told- 
overnight session of parlia- 


an 


Unrest hits Bosnia ahead 
of Yugoslav leaders’ talks 


BELGRADE (R) — Labour un- 
rest spread throughout Bosnia- 
Herzegovina Tuesday ahead of 
talk* to be held by national lead- 
ers in the central republic on the 
destiny of the crumbling Yugos- 
lav Federation. 

Union leaders said that up to 
300,000 workers joined a strike 
which began Monday and was led 
by workers in the metallurgy, 
building, transport and wood pro- 
cessing sectors. 

The strike was sparked by low 
pay, falling tiving standards and 
growing job losses — symptoms 
of an economic crisis that the 
federal government has been un- 
able to solve as republics dash 
over future power-sharing 
arrangements. 

The unrest heightened tension 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. where 
the presidents of Yugoslavia’s six 
republics will meet in the Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo Thursday. 

The republic’s mixed popula- 
tion of Serbs, Croats and Muslims 
are being turned against each 
other because of a power struggle 
between the two largest repub- 


lics, Serbia and Croatia. _ 
Yugoslavia, a federation of 
23.5 milli on people, is dose to 
dvil war because its leaders dis- 
agree over how much autonomy 
the republics should have. 

Central authority has steadily 
collapsed since the death in 1980 
of Communist ruler Josip Broz 
Tito, who had led the country 
since World War U. 

Croatia and its northern neigh- 
bour Slovenia say they will secede 
tins month unless Yugoslav lead- 
ers agree to have a loose confed- 
eration of sovereign states and 
reject Serbia’s proposal for a 
country ruled from the centre. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina and the 
Macedonian republic launched a 
new joint initiative Monday, 
proposing an alliance of 
sovereign republics. 

The allianc e would have a com- 
mon foreign policy, economic 
market and army, but the repub- 
lics would also have their own 
diplomatic missions and armies. 
They suggested the alliance treaty 
should be valid for five to 10 
years. 


Pope enters 
abortion 
debate in 
Poland 


Prince William recovering 
after skull fracture surgery 


LONDON (R) — Prince Wil- 
liam, grandson of Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth and future heir 
to the throne, was recovering 
from surgery for a fractured skull 
Tuesday after he was struck on 
tiie bead with a golf dub. 

The eight-year-old prince, 
second in tine to the throne after 
hk father Prince Oiarles, had the 
operation after doctors disco- 
vered a bone in his forehead had 
been damaged when he was 
accidentally hit by a school friend 
Monday. 

“The prince had an operation 

to correct a depressed fracture of 
the forehead,” a Buckingham 
Palace spokesman said late Mon- 
day. “It was successful and no 
permanent damage is expected.” 

Prince William was taking part 
in a golf practice session at the 
exclusive Ludgrove Boarding 
School in Wokingham, west of 
London, when a wayward swing 
by a classmate caught him on the 
forehead leaving tan with a bad 
cot. 


Doctors at a local hospital, fear- 
ing the injury could be more 
serious, had the prince transfer- 
red to a specialist children’s hos- 
pital in London where tests re- 
vealed a dent in the bone just 
above his left eye. 

Hospital sources said the 70- 
minute operation under a general 
anaesthetic was a preventative 
measure to ensure any tiny splin- 
ters of bone were removed. 

His anxious mother. Princess 
Diana, kept an overnight vigil at 
the prince’s bedside in London’s 
Great Ormond Street Hospital. 

The royal couple were alerted 
by school officials and joined 
their son soon after the accident. 
Prince Charles drove 160 
kilometres from the couple’s 
country home in Gloucestershire, 
west England, to his son’s bed- 
side. 

A spokeswoman for the school 
said “no one was bong nasty or 
mi kind to Prince William," who 
be described as a popular and 
lively child. 


RADOM, Poland (AP) — Pope 
John Pan! II Tuesday told Poles, 
who overwhelmingly oppose a 
proposal to limit Communist- 
given rights to abortion, that their 
parliament cannot legalise abor- 
tion. 

Pope John Paul a day before 
had pleaded with Poles to see 
“newly conceived” children as 
more than encumbrances. Tues- 
day, he entered the political de- 
bate during an address to an 
estimated 200,000 people, who 
gathered before a soaring 
wooden altar on a m i l ita r y air 
field. 

“What human institution, what 
parliament, has the right to legal- 
ise the killing of an innocent and 
defenseless human being?” the 
pontiff asked in soft, measured 
• tones. 

“What parliament has the right 
to say, ‘you are free to kill, or 
even, ‘killing is in order, where 
the biggest efforts should be 
made to protect and help life in 
flie first place?” 

The Pope’s golden robes bil- 
lowed in the wind as he spoke 
ainst a backdrop of distant 
woodlands. At the end of the 
service, he stud he hoped his 
words were not just “thrown to 
the winds.” 

The crowd, dotted with anti- 
abortion banners, listened silent- 
ly and there was polite applause 
Some said later they backed the 
Pope’s stand, but othqp thought 
the sermon was too much. 


ment he was stepping down after 
only one month in office. 

His departure formed part of a 
six-point deal between the Com- 
munist Party of Labour (PLA), 
four opposition parties and inde- 
pendent trade unions to try to 
restore social and political peace 
to the small Balkan state, 
Europe’s poorest. 

It ended 47 years of uninter- 
rupted single-party Communist 
rale in Albania, slowly emerging 
from stifling Stalinist suppression 
and self-imposed international 
isolation. 

“This is a true victory for our 
party, for all the democratic 
forces and for the Albanian peo- 
ple,” Sah Berisha, leader of the 
main opposition Democratic Par- 
ty, told Reuters from the capital 
Tirana. 


evening. 

Premier Chung, 62, was kick- 
ed, punched, pelted with flour 
and eggs, and dragged through 
the campus for 30 minutes while 
about 300 students chanted: 
“murderer, murderer." 

The prime minister, a con- 
servative educator appointed by 
President Roh Tae-Woo only on 
Mav 24 and no: yet formally 
installed in office, had arrived at 
the university to deliver a lec- 
ture on “guidance for student 
life." 

Chung's aides told reporters 
Tuesday the prime minister was 
bruised on his face, neck and 
back. He briefly visited his office 
in the morning and then returned 
home. 

Newspapers and state radio 
and television said they had re- 
ceived hundreds of calls from 
citizens expressing anger and out- 
rage at the assault on the prime 
minister who functions as the 
head of governmental administra- 
tion. 

In a meeting Tuesday with 
foreign correspondents, Informa- 
tion Minister Choi Chang-Yoon 
asserted that a “national consen- 
sus” had formed against student 
radicals because of assault which 
he said had shamed South Korea 
before the world. 

“I couldn’t sleep last night be- 
cause of the embarrassment to 
my country,” Choi said. 

The assault has been nearly 
universally condemned in South 
Korea. The country's main 
opposition leader, Kim Dae- 
Jung, said the harrowing pictures 
of the assault filled him with 
sorrow. 


Jiang was arrested shortly after, agency said. 

Mao’s death in September, 1976. “Jiang Qmg, pnnapaj cnmina. 

Denounced as the “gang of of the case of Lm BwoJiang 
four” she and three radical allies. Qing- counter-revotationaiy di- 
were put on trial in 1980 after que, committed smade and toed 
senior leader Deng Xiaoping, a in her residence in i Peking m toe 
bitter enemy of Jiang, had early hoars of May 14, 1991, 
emerged from political exfle and when she remained out of cus- 
cemented his hold on power. tody and obtained medical treat- 
Jiang, a former Shanghai ac- ment,” the agency said. 


F amili es of shot IRA 


gunmen demand inquiry 


BELFAST (R)— The families of 
three top IRA gunmen shot dead 
by British undercover* comman- 
dos in an ambush demanded a full 

public inquiry Tuesday and ri- 
vtved allegations of an official 
“shoot-to-kilT policy, 
public inquiry Tuesday and re- 
in a fusillade of 200 shots that 
raked their stolen car Monday, 
were about to attack a group of 
Protestant labourers on tbeir way 
to work in the sleepy little County 
Tyrone village of Coagh- 

Francis McNally, whose 
brother was one of those killed, 
said: “I have no complaints if 
they were confronted and it was a 
fair fight. 

“These so-called security 
forces are supposed to be the law 
and older, but then after this you 

have to ask — who are the 

terrorists when they set up people 
to be murdered?” 

railing for a public inquiry, he 
said: “Obviously something sinisr 
ter happened and there is no 
doubt to me there is a shoot-to- 
kfll poticy." . 

Protestant unionists welcomed 
the killing s by Special Air Ser- 
vices (SAS) commandos who 
trapped the leading ERA activists 
in an elaborate stakeout. Two 
rifles were found beside the car. 

But moderate nationalist Denis 
H*«ghey of the Social democratic 


and Labour Party asked: “I 
would wish to know whether 
there was any alternative to the 
use of such extreme lethal force 
and to be reassured that any 
possible alternatives were fully 

considered.” 

Britain denies the allegations 
which have surfaced in the past. 
Nineteen guerrillas have been kil- 
led by undercover forces in the 
last four years. 

Britain’s Northern Ireland 
Minister Peter Brooke, battling 
to get Protestants and Catholics 
around a negotiating table, is 
trying to return Northern Ireland 
to setf-govemment after 17 years 
of ifizect rule from London. 

On Monday he pledged that a 
recent upsurge in IRA bombing 
attacks would not disrupt the 
landmar k talks on the future of 
the battle-scarred province. 

“I think one of the profoundly 
encouraging things has been the 
universal view that if the inten- 
tion of the terrorists was to blow 
us off course in this process, they 
have been singularly unsuccess- 
ful." ^ , 

Sinn Fein, the IRA’s political 
wing, has been excluded from the 
t alks because it refuses to re- 
nounce violence and security 
chiefs fear the IRA is trying to 
undermine the negotiations by 
escalating gun and bomb attacks. 


LOS ANGELES (ap) — Come- 
dian-actor Richard Pryor was re- 
leased from UCLA Medical Cen- 
tre less than a week after triple 
heart bypass surgery,' his spokes- 
man said. “He was released in 
good condition and he is on the 
road to recovery,” said John Se- 
plei, a publicist for the 50-year- 
old Pryor. Surgeons performed 
the bypass Wednesday after 
Pryor complained of chest pains. 
Pryor was hospitafised with a 
heart attack 14 months ago in 
Australia. He nearly efied in 1980 
wheat be was severely burned 
while freebasmg cocaine at his 
S»n Fernando Valley home. A 
self- admit ted “junkie'' at the 
time, the entertainer spent 
months recuperating from bores 
and drug dependency. Pryor re- 
cently finish ed the film Another 
Yon, co-starring his friend Gene 
Wilder. 


14 -year-old U.S. 
AIDS victim 
plans wedding 


MIAMI, Florida (R) — A 14- 

year-old boy, one of three Florida 

brothers who were hounded out 
of their home town when they 
became infected with the AIDS 
virus, is planning to get married. 
Ricky Ray and his two younger 
brothers are believed to have 
contracted the acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS) 
virus through contaminated 
blood while being treated for 
haemophilia. The family became 
the target of a hate campaign and 
fled the town of Arcadia in 1987 
after then home was destroyed in 
an arson attack. “People don’t 
realise ... with this disease, you 
mature. You learn things you are 
not supposed to learn,” Ray told 
television reporters Sunday as be 
embraced his 16-year-old fiancee, 
whom he plans to marry on Dec. 
13. Television reports identified 
his fiance only as Wenonah and 
said the couple met at school 
about four years ago. Ray, who 
developed full-blown AIDS a few 
months ago, said his parents had 
consented to the wedding and he 
wanted to make the most of what 
ever year be bad left. 


Japanese rescuers retreat from erupting volcano 


[U.S. singer wins 
Mozart competition 


“I don’t like the subject any 
more and I had hoped that he 
wouldn’t speak about it,” said 
Bozena Rustizewska, a young 
mother from Radom. “It 
been said so many times that I 
think it’s enough.” _ , 

Poland has been embroiled in 
an emotional right-to-iife battle 
■ since last year and abortion foes 
hope the pontiff’s visit will pro- 
vide the final impetus to stop an 
estimated 600,000 abortions in 
the country yearly. 

Poland's present law, enacted 
in 1956 by the tfaen-Oam m u ni st 
rulers, allows legal abortions 
almost without limits. 


SHIMABARA, Japan (AP) — 
Japanese rescue troops retreated 
from blasts of an erupting volca- 
no is southern Japan Tuesday as 
they searched for bodies and 
sought dozens of missing people. 
At least 14 people were believed 
dead. 

At least 31 people were missing 
after Mount Unzen sent a torrent 
of volcanic debris searing down a 
valley at np to 200 kilometres an 
hour Monday afternoon, police 
said. 

Mount Unzen, the site of 
Japan’s worst volcanic disaster 
200 years ago in which 15,000 
people died, has been spewing 
what scientists call a pyroclastic 
flow, a fast-moving, destructive 
torrent. 

Japan '5 ground self-defence 
forces, or army, sent armoured 
transport vehicles into the debris- 
strewn mountainside Tuesday in 
an attempt to rescue victims and 
recover bodies. But the troops, 
dad in firefighting gear, retreated 
after another eruption, news re- 
ports said. . 

Military spokesman Nobuyuka 
Kamiguchi said army helicopters 
had spotted at least 12 bodies 
after Monday’s eruption. 

Television reports showed res- 
cuers carrying a body on a 
stretcher. Kamiguchi said he 
could not confirm bow many had 
been retrieved before the troops 
withdrew. 

The fiery volcanic flow set 
dozens of homes ablaze, and au- 
thorities evacuated about 5,000 
people. Police said 20 injured 
people, 15 of them seriously 
burned, were brought to seven 


local hospitals. 

Yasuo Ohmachi, 37, a firefigh- 
ter, and Takahiro Higuchi, 26, a 
policeman, both died Tuesday in 
the hospital, police said. 

White clouds boiled up hun- 
dreds of metres above the moun- 
tain, and television reports from 
the scene showed parts of the 
mountain still afire. Thick volca- 
nic ash spattered windshields 
miles away. 

People with bums all over their 
bodies, their dothes in shreds, 
and crying for water were 
brought into local hospitals, news 
reports said. 

An official at Shimabara City 
Hall, said the city had turned grey 
with volcanic ash, but was in no 
immediate danger. 

“We are about 8 kflometres 
away from the volcano. I don’t 
know how far the lava is going to 
run, but I don’t think it will reach 
the dty,” he said on condition of 
anonymity. “Police will not con- 
firm any of these death reports 
until rescuers reach the sites and 
verify them,*’ he said. 

- Three foreign researchers — a 
French couple and an American 

— and 16 journalists were among 
the misting. Kyodo News Service 
identified the French volcanolog- 
ist as Mortice Kraft. The woman 
was later identified by an ac- 
quaintance as Katia Kraft, also a 
volcanologist. 

News reports said the Amer- 
ican was Hany Glicken, a volca- 
no expert who worked for the 
U.S. Geological Survey until 
1989, when he moved to Tokyo to 
do research at Tokyo Metropoli- 
tan University. 


News reports said earlier that a 
policeman died Monday after his 
patrol car was caught in lava as he 
drove through the southwestern 
Japan community warning resi- 
dents to leave. 

Mount Unzen, located in 
Nagasaki prefecture 980 
kilometres southwest of Tokyo, 
erupted last Nov. 17 for the first 
time in 198 years, then again on 
Feb. 12 and May 24. But Mon- 
day’s eruption was the most vio- 
lent 

The volcano, one of many that 
form the Japanese archipelago, 
had drawn dozens of researchers 
and onlookers in recent weeks as 
it coo tin ued to belch smoke and 
ooze lava. 

The misting also included a 
number of police and firemen 
who had been keeping watch and. 
photographing Mount Unzen 
since its most recent eruption on 
May 24. 

It was the first time that a 
volcanic eruption in Japan had 
caused deaths since 1962, when 
Mount Tokachis on the north- 
ernmost island of Hokkaido 
erupted, killing five people. 

Kyodo said about 30 homes 
were burning in a residential area 
of about SO houses . at the foot of 
the 1, 357-metre volcano. The 
community is an outlying area of 
Shimabara, a city of 45,000 
people. 

“There is no guarantee that 
another flow of this scale will not 
occur again," Daisuke Shnno- 
zuru, chairman of die coordinat- 
ing committee for the prediction 
of volcanic eruptions, said at a 
news conference Monday. “But it 


is nearly impossible to say when 
or where.” 

In Tokyo, Prime Minister 
Toshflri Kaifu ordered his cabinet 
to set up a special task force to 
gather information. “We are pre- 
pared to provide as much help as 
possible,” Kaifu told reporters. 

“I heard on radio that it was 
happening. We ran as quickly as 
we could.” one woman told a 
television interviewer at one of 
several schools where about 5,000 
evacuees were being sheltered. 

The area was jolted by 11 
earthquakes during the night, the 
Meteorological Agency reported. 

During earlier eruptions lava 
bad approached the residential 
community, causing a number of 
temporary evacuations, but 
Monday was the first time it 
reached the homes, said 
Fumiyasu Tokunaga of the shi- 
mabara Fire Department 

The Shimabara area, less than 
50 kilometres from Nagasaki, is 
well known for its many hot 
springs, which draw large num- 
bers of tourists each year. 

But the local tourist trade was 
reduced to a trickle after last 
November’s eruption. 

Some 250 volcanoes form the 
bulk of the Japanese archipelago 
— eight per cent of all the volca- 
noes in toe world. About 75 
of them are active, 19 are 
A^cignatad dangerous and remain 
under const a nt surveillance. 

T .u tiHcKttet and tidal waves cre- 
ated by Mount Unzen’s ‘1792 
eruption killed 15,000 people, the 
worst volcanic disaster ! - 
Japanese history. 


in 


| TORONTO (AP) — For 
| iously tinging the music of Wolf- 
gang Amadeus Mozart, a young 
j California baritone has won the 
Glory of Mozart International 
1 Vocal Competition. Earle Pat- 
riarco, 25, won 20,000 Cana di an ' 
dollars for his robust and charm- 
ing interpretations of arias by the 

composer, besting nearly three 
dozen other singers competing 
for the prize. He also won six 
sin g in g en gagem ents in Ca n ada 
and a trip for two to Vienna. In 
the finals at Toronto's Roy 
Thomson Hall, which came after 
three elimination rounds, the 
young singer exuberantly per- 
formed arias from Cost Fan Tutte 
and Grabmusik. Coloratura sop- 
rano Ana-Fetida Filip of Romar 
ilia won the runner-up prize of 

10.000 dollars. Soprano Ka thleen 
Brett of British Columbia won 
the third prize of 5,000 dollars, 
axis an additional 10,000 dollars 
| for being the best Canadian sin- 
ger. Fourth place and 2,500 dol- 
lars went to Quebec bass De- 
smond Byrne while the other two 
1 finalists — U.S. tenor Tom AUen 

and New Brunswick soprano 
| Wendy Nielsen — each won 

1.000 dollars. The competition is 
one of a series of three musical 
contests com p ris in g the Mozart 
Festival celebrating the 200to 
anniversary of the composer’s 
death. A chamber music competi- 
tion will be held in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland, in mid-Jane and 
a piano competition in Joliette, 
Quebec, in early July. Total prize 
money is 124,500 dollars, making 
toe competition one of the most 

1 ’lucrative in toe world. 




